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“I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven. It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men to be afflicted with. 14I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.”





Ecclesiastes 1:12-14
“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 14For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.”                        

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14  

  (the LIFE of Solomon points us to Christ
  (the LEGACY of Solomon proves our need of Christ
The Goal of Ecclesiastes is to destroy man’s belief in himself   and in all his endeavors apart from God
      a) Are we building the kingdom of God for the glory of 
               God, or are we building the kingdom of man for the 
               glory of man? 
      b) Ecclesiastes undermines every prop on which we might 
               rely apart from God

  Historian Arnold Toynbee has said that –

     “our Western civilization is the first that does not teach its 
        citizens why they exist. Modern man knows more about 
        little things than any past civilization, but less about the big 
        things.
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.”    (v. 1)
“I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.”    (v. 12)
 --the Hebrew word is qoheleth . . . built off the root: “to call, to 

        gather, to assemble” 

  --the qoheleth called out // assembled the people of God to 

          teach them, especially to worship God

From the opening chapters of Genesis, the OT asserts this fundamental truth:  there is a Creator
    --He is distinct from His creation

    --we are His creatures, and we are not Him

    --the essence of life consists in glorifying and enjoying that 
         Creator and honoring Him as the One who is the Lord and 
         Sovereign
    --if you ignore // deny // neglect this fundamental reality . . . 

         your life will be empty and utterly meaningless

This is Solomon’s legacy . . . 
    *after wandering away from God and falling into tragic sin, 
          Solomon repented of his sinful ways 

    *Solomon returned to the right and proper fear of God . . . 
This is his story . . . this is his spiritual autobiography . . . this is 
     his account of what he learned from his futile attempt to live 
     apart from God
Nihilism (Latin: nihil for the word nothing) says that there is no 
         meaning in this life. Nihilism is the belief that all values are 
         baseless
Nietzsche, in arguing for nihilism, said that “its corrosive effect would eventually destroy all moral, religious, and metaphysical convictions, and lead to the greatest crisis in human history.” 
  (this is what life apart from God gives you!

  (life apart from God is “nihilistic” . . . nothingness
Nihilism has one preeminent enemy: Theism 

  (In Ecclesiastes God is silent . . .  He reveals to us exactly 
          what life is like when HE does not reveal to us what life 
          is like
