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“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”        




Ecclesiastes 1:1-2
Let me remind you that Solomon’s real significance is found in something Jesus said about him in Luke 11:29-32

      “The Queen of the South will rise up with the men of this generation 
          at the judgment and condemn them, because she came from the 
          ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, 
          something greater than Solomon is here.”               Luke 11:31
I Kings doesn’t tell us what Solomon learned – Ecclesiastes does!
Embracing the Quest
“I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven. It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men to be afflicted with.”                                Ecclesiastes 1:12-13
   --“I set out on a quest to learn // discover // discern // figure out 

         just what in the world is going on in the world”

      =I want to understand what // why // how // where

      =why do people do the things they do?
      =why is there so much non-sense in the world?
      =what is the meaning of life!

(Ecclesiastes is a reminder that life is messy – difficult – and 

     sometimes, elusive when it comes to making sense

4 reasons why the QUEST presented to us is worth embracing:
Ecclesiastes is painfully HONEST about life’s difficulties
“. . .The truest of all men was the Man of Sorrows, and the truest of all books is Solomon's, and Ecclesiastes is the fine hammered steel of woe. "All is vanity." ALL . . . not that man is fitted to sit down on tomb-stones, and break the green damp mould with unfathomably wondrous Solomon.”
                                    Herman Melville, Moby Dick (Ch. 96)
         “Ecclesiastes is one of my favorite books. It’s about a 
           character who wants to find out why he’s alive, why he 
           was created. He tries knowledge. He tries wealth. He tries 
           experience. He tries everything.”       Bono
     Ecclesiastes captures the futility and frustrations of living 
     in a fallen world . . . and is honest in its assessment.
Ecclesiastes is brutally CANDID about the consequences of   

   choosing the world over God
Ecclesiastes is amazingly RELEVANT for us today
Ecclesiastes promotes WORSHIP of the one, true God
       When we have an honest, accurate, Biblical picture of God, 
       we are much more likely to worship and live for Him and not 
        for ourselves. Ecclesiastes gives us a basis // foundation for 

        building a God-centered worldview.
Identifying Qoheleth
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.”    (v. 1)
“I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.”    (v. 12)
         This is Qoheleth’s basic story in the book of Ecclesiastes –
          an exploration of the different ways that people try to find 
          meaning in this life apart from God, and it is an 
          explanation of how futile that is. 
       (if you refuse the first principle of life, if you choose to live 
             life apart from God, this is what life will be like – 

             vanity .  .. useless . . . meaningless . . . gone
