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Ecclesiastes: The Legacy of Solomon 
Part 4: Wisdom’s Woes
Ecclesiastes 1:12-18
Sunday Evening, January 15, 2012
“And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind. 18 Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain.”   




Ecclesiastes 1:17-18 (NASB)
Solomon’s assessment // his proposition:
 (v. 3) there is no “advantage” (profit // gain) in what he do in 

             life IF it is divorced from God . . . that is, life “under the 
             sun” doesn’t pay!
(v. 13) he re-phrases it . . .
“I set my mind” – that is, I determined that life’s meaning could 

    be discerned:         =IF I was wise enough
                                  =if I experienced all that life offered

                                  =If I could grab hold of enough gusto

THEN . . . I could “figure it all out”
*Solomon’s problem: he was considering life apart from a 
                                   relationship with God
The wisdom of man may be one of life’s blessings, but it is not capable, apart from God, of supplying the meaning of life. 
I.  Solomon’s Expertise in Wisdom

 “I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven.”                       Ecclesiastes 1:12-13a

“I said to myself, ‘Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge.” 17And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly…”                    Ecclesiastes 1:16-17a 

=Solomon sought to supply meaning to this world under heaven, 
    considered apart from God, through the vehicle of wisdom. 
II. Solomon’s Experience with Wisdom

Human Wisdom has its Limits and Liabilities
“. . . It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men to be afflicted with.”              Ecclesiastes 1:13b
 =Living apart from God’s wisdom (with only man’s wisdom) is    

     a “grievous” thing – the Hebrew word is “bad”, “evil”

 =properly speaking – the pursuit of meaning in life apart from 

    God is shaped by “moral categories”

Human Wisdom leads to Futility
“I have seen all the works that have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after the wind.”            Ecclesiastes 1:14

(An interesting contrast – listen to Solomon talk about   

     “wisdom” in Proverbs 8 and contrast it to Ecclesiastes 1
         “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and 
          discretion . . . The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way 
          before His works of old. . . Blessed is the man who listens to me, 
          watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts. 35For he who 
          finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD.”                
Proverbs 8:12, 22, 34-35

Human Wisdom isn’t the Ultimate Solution
“What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be counted.” 


Ecclesiastes 1:15
     We cannot bend life to suit us merely by exercising human 

       wisdom
Human Wisdom doesn’t Remedy the Pain
“Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain.”                             Ecclesiastes 1:18

Jesus is the only wisdom that can make life meaningful

  Jesus was God’s wisdom made flesh, dwelling among us, the 
  fullness of deity in bodily form.
