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“What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?”   




Ecclesiastes 1:3 (NASB)
“What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?”      

  





(ESV)

“What profit hath a man of all his labor which he taketh under the sun?”







(KJV)
I  Acknowledging the Preacher’s Theme
“‘Vanity of vanities,’ says the Preacher, ‘Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.’”          Ecclesiastes 1:2
  *Solomon is brutally realistic in evaluation of life under the sun   

      --of a life that’s lived only along the horizons of this world 
  *Solomon is HONEST enough to give us a realistic evaluation 
       of this kind of life – a life Toynbee called “lived without 
       reference to the big thing” of life

II Assessing the Preacher’s Endeavor 
His PROPOSITION

“What advantage does a man have in all his work, which he does under the sun?”                      


Ecclesiastes 1:3
 (significance, meaning, purpose cannot come from any 
           earthly endeavor

 (interesting = Solomon uses the language of “commerce”
     --“What profit hath a man of all his labor?”(KJV)
     --“What advantage does a man have in all his work, his 
            physical labor, the mental and emotional anguish that 
            goes along with the various aspects of life?” 
--“Under the sun, everything that we do leads to misery and 
       futility . . . there is no profit . . . you don’t get anywhere!
Here is the real point he is making:

    Apart from God, when your life is over, what will you have to 

    show for yourself? When you assess your endeavors in life, 

    what will you have gained?
Meaning in life cannot be found in human endeavor apart from God regardless of how altruistic or noble it may be. 

HIS PROOF

Solomon offers 2 lines of proof for his proposition:

1)  Creation – “the same old same old”: (vv. 4-7)
   *v. 4 =  a generation comes along and the problem doesn’t go 
                  away, it doesn’t get better over time
   *v. 5 = sun rises / sun sets / nothing changes

   *v. 6 = wind blows / wind goes / nothing changes

   *v. 7 = rivers ebb & flow . . . nothing changes
       “Ah gits weary, an’ sick of tryin’

            Ah’m tired o’ livin’ and skeered of dyin’

         But Ol’ Man River, he jus’ keeps rollin’ along.”
2) Human Experience (vv. 8-11)

   “All things are wearisome; man is not able to tell it. The eye is 

     not satisfied with seeing, nor is the ear filled with hearing.”





Ecclesiastes 1:8
  *“All things are wearisome,” . . . life just wears you down!

  *NOTHING SATISFIES US!

2 Universal Laws: 
  *the law of unfulfilled expectations – “Is this all there is?”

  *the law of diminishing returns – life bores us, drains us, wears 
      us out . . . the “new” quickly grows old! (vv. 9-10)
The World is not enough!

AND . . . we seem to never learn . . . and we are soon forgotten!
“You have made us for Yourself, and therefore our hearts are restless until we find our rest in Thee.”        Augustine
