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Ecclesiastes: The Legacy of Solomon 
Part 6: Working It Out
Ecclesiastes 2:18-26
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“Thus I hated all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun, for I must leave it to the man who will come after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is vanity.”  
Ecclesiastes 2:18-19
*Work is a wonderful thing

*A good work ethic is a wonderful thing – 
     “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there is 
       no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you 
        are going.”                      Ecclesiastes 9:10 

     “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the 
        glory of God.”                       I Corinthians 10:31
I  A Curious Backdrop for Thinking About Work
“So I turned to consider wisdom, madness and folly; for what will the man do who will come after the king except what has already been done? 13 And I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness. 14 The wise man’s eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I know that one fate befalls them both.”               Ecclesiastes 2:12-14
 *Solomon divides people into 2 groups:   the Wise and the Fool

 *he makes a statement about his successor – “the one who comes 

       after the king” . . .he’s acknowledging his own mortality

 *then this very curious thought: the wise & fool suffer the same 

       fate . . . they both die!
 --Solomon is thinking about life and death // wisdom and folly // 

     and it takes him right into one of those areas of life that 

    dominate us most . . . work
 --this background prepares Solomon to address 2 of the most 

     depressing // dissatisfying aspects of our life’s work

         (we die and leave the fruit of our labor to another

         (we don’t know what they will do with it
II   A Disheartening Reality about Work
“Thus I hated all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun, for I must leave it to the man who will come after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is vanity.”              Ecclesiastes 2:18-19
 *the word Solomon uses here for “work” is a very broad term 
    --can be used for toil or “daily responsibility
    --can be used of those greater quests that people embark on
        upon (not just the way someone provides a living)
*Solomon has already anticipated the “work” . . . the things we 

     do to impact our world . . .  back in Ecclesiastes 1:3

(Work has no ultimate meaning -  no satisfaction
    The satisfaction one derives from one’s work is not merely 
     tied to the income derived from it
(Just HOW futile is work (specifically, the fruit of your labor):
    =everything that we do has to be left to a successor
    =Worse still . . . it is left to someone who didn’t work for it!

    =AND there’s no guarantee that one’s successor will be wise
There’s no guarantee of the continuation of your work for good in the next generation. 

=work considered apart from God leads to despair . . .
     22 For what does a man get in all his labor and in his striving with which 
     he labors under the sun? 23 Because all his days his task is painful and 
     grievous; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is vanity.”       
Ecclesiastes 2:22-23 
BUT . . . here comes the oasis of optimism . . .
III. Blessed Labor is through the Blessing of God
“There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I have seen that it is from the hand of God. 25 For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him? 26 For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in God’s sight. This too is vanity and striving after wind.”                 Ecclesiastes 2:24-26  

