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“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know  . . . what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.” 






Ephesians 1:18-20
We can’t live in the past. We cannot live in the future. We must live in the present (now) as kingdom citizens . . . as an outpost of a coming Kingdom in the midst of one that is passing away.
This life we live now demands HELP!
3 specific petitions grow out of Paul’s request:
1) To Know what is the Hope of His Calling
2) To Know what are the Riches of the Glory in the Saints
3) To Know the Surpassing Greatness of His power   
  “so that you may know . . . the surpassing greatness of His power 
   toward us who believe.”    (v. 19)
How do I get from “knowing that my life has a purpose” to “finding fulfillment of God’s promises in life?
“what is the greatness of His POWER” – is about 2 things:
      *the power of God operating in the lives of believers

      *our sanctification . . . making us more like Jesus Christ 
(Paul gives a series of evidences of God’s power to convince 
      us of the greatness of God’s power

 
1) The power of God that RAISED Jesus from the Dead
    “These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His 
      might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 
     from the dead. . .”                          Ephesians 1:19-20   
     *the power that raised Jesus is at work in the Christian

       --to conquer (overcome) that sin that trips us up

       --to endure your particular trial
 2) The power of God that SEATED Jesus as Reigning Lord
  “These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His   

  might 20which . . . seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every 
  name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.”






Ephesians 1:19-21 

The power that is at work in you is the same power that caused: 
     (the ascension of Christ, and 
     (his session -- His rule at the right hand of the Father
                  “seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places”
         Hebrews 1:3
         Hebrews 10:11-13
 3) The power of God that WORKS in His People, the Church
 “...and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His 
  body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”    (vv. 22-23)
                  Jesus rules the world by His word and Spirit 
                              for the benefit of His people.  
Sadly, most people today think very little of the Church – even many professing Christians.
*no greater privilege in this life than membership in Christ’s 
      Church!

*no greater calling than the calling to Christians to offer our 
      God given gifts / talents . . . time / money to build the 
      Church of the living God
*in the end, what Christ had done through His Church will 

       matter most!

The Church is to be the transforming power of God through the presence of the risen, reigning Christ who fills her.
