Wednesday Night Notes
LEVITICUS
Part 34: Lessons from the Land
 Leviticus 25:1-22
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
“The LORD then spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I shall give you, then the land shall have a sabbath to the LORD.’”





Leviticus 25:1-2
I. God is the SOURCE and OWNER of Everything 
“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I shall give you, then the land shall have a sabbath to the LORD.”              



Leviticus 25:2
“The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me.”     
Leviticus 25:23

 --this passage on the land Sabbath reiterates a principle that 

    stands out in both Exodus and Leviticus – specifically – 

    that everything comes from God, and even the land 
    belongs to God.
They were never ever to forget: 
      (a) God gave them that land       (b) It was still His land  
         “Then Moses commanded them, saying, ‘At the end of every seven 
            years, at the time of the year of remission of debts, at the Feast of 
            Booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your 
            God at the place which He will choose, you shall read this law in 
            front of all Israel in their hearing.”       Deuteronomy 31:10-11 

When Israel obeyed the details of God’s Sabbath year / jubilee year commands here in Leviticus 25, they were acknowledging their understanding that everything they had, including their land, came from God and that they simply held it in trust as stewards.

This principle of stewardship still applies today. Everything we have, God has given us. We hold it in trust as stewards. 
      
II. God’s People are DEPENDENT on His PROVIDENCE
“But if you say, ‘What are we going to eat on the seventh year if we do not sow or gather in our crops?’ then I will so order My blessing for you in the sixth year that it will bring forth the crop for three years. When you are sowing the eighth year, you can still eat old things from the crop, eating the old until the ninth year when its crop comes in.’”     

Leviticus 25:20-22 

     The Sabbath land rest is about dependence on God’s    

     providential care and provision.
III. God EXPECTS His People to SHARE
“All of you shall have the sabbath products of the land for food; yourself, and your male and female slaves, and your hired man and your foreign resident, those who live as aliens with you. Even your cattle and the animals that are in your land shall have all its crops to eat.”     
Leviticus 25:6-7 
In both the sabbath year and jubilee year commands, Israel is reminded that they need to have a concern for their neighbor 

   (God used these commands to force the children of Israel not 
         simply to look out for Number One!
IV. The Sabbath Land Rest Was a GLIMPSE of a Greater Rest
   (Israel came into Canaan . . . conquered it. . . got comfortable  

        --failed to remember that Canaan itself was a picture of 
             something to come
            “For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of 
              another day after that.  There remains therefore a Sabbath rest 
              for the people of God.”      Hebrews 4:8
   No matter how rich God’s blessings are to us now, this is 
   not all there is -- something greater remains.
      
     “The only ultimate tragedy is that a man makes this earth 
        his home.”  Malcolm Muggeridge[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
