M.B.C. NOTES

Playing With Fire
Luke 24:32, John 8:31-32
Sunday, January 1, 2012
“They said to one another, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?’”




Luke 24:32
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’”                    John 8:31-32 
There’s nothing more basic to knowing Jesus Christ, to loving 
    Him, to obeying him . . . there is nothing more basic to being 
    the Church (for one another // for the sake of the world) than    

    hearing God speak to us in His word 
  (Why this is so:

      =God reveals Himself to us by the Word

      =God has ordained that HE be known primarily by the Word
           recorded in what we know as the Bible
      =God has enabled us through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, 
           to read this Book with illumination // insight – IF WE 

           WILL JUST READ IT!
To Whom Is Jesus Speaking?
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him…”
  *John makes a distinction between those who trust in Him and 

       those who believe some of the things He says
  *He is addressing those who have made a commitment to 

       follow Him . . .  “Here is how you prove yourself!”
  *He is challenging those who say, “Jesus, I believe You” to 

       go one step further and commit themselves to Him!
Any given Sunday the same 2 people are here . . . the ones who have committed themselves to Jesus (true Believers) AND those who like some of the things they hear, BUT have never really committed themselves to Jesus.
What Is Jesus Specifying?
“‘If you abide in my word . . .”
 --this is the front end of a conditional sentence . . . “If you do 

      this – then you get this . . . prove this . . . validate this”
 IF you “abide in my word” . . . then 3 things are true of you:

   You are VALIDATED as a True Disciple
    “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples . . .”
   You are EDUCATED as a True Disciple
    “If you abide in my word . . . you will know the truth . . .”

     A Christian grows in truth by exposure to the Truth
             “Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of 
                his words fail. 20All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew 
                that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. 21And 
                the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, because the LORD 
                revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.”             
I Samuel 3:19-21
    You are SEPARATED to be a True Disciple
      “ . . . ‘If you abide in my word . . . the truth will set you free.’”                    

         Freedom doesn’t consist in the word ‘freedom’ alone. 
         Freedom consists in the reality that only the truth of God 
         brings.
Jesus alone can free us from this slavery to sin and enable us to truly follow Him.
Bible Reading plans:
www.esv.org/biblereadingplans
