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“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ So He told 
them this parable . . .”     


Luke 15:1-3
Prodigal  (L: prodigere – to drive away or squander) 

    *given to reckless extravagance; unrestrained in spending;  
    *recklessly extravagant; to spend until nothing is left
    *lavish; profusely liberal

  (this is not / cannot be merely the story of “a” prodigal son

  (it is at least a story about TWO Sons – ‘The Lost Boys”
  (but it is much more than that – there is also a father 

        involved and that is the real point

I. The Cast of Characters – 2 Sons, 2 Peoples
“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.”







Luke 15:1-2
 There are 2 peoples which the 2 sons will represent

1) The tax collectors / sinners = the younger son

2) The angry Pharisees and scribes = the older son

 “The parable of the two sons takes an extended look at the soul of the elder brother and climaxes with a powerful plea for him to change his heart.”

Tim Keller
II. The Powerful Parable – 2 Brothers, 2 Plans
“And He said, ‘A man had two sons.”
Luke 15:11
The Younger Brother – A Shocking Request
“The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me .’ So he divided his wealth between them.”





Luke 15:12
      This younger son shows that his relationship was one of 

          material gain . . . I’m in it for what I get from you!
(One other significant detail:
   --in order to give his son what he wanted (his share of the 

      inheritance – think estate –  the father would have to sell 
      part of his property
“The younger brother, then, is asking his father to tear his life apart. And the father does so, for the love of his son.”  

Tim Keller
The Younger Brother – a Calculated Plan
  --his PLAN (v. 18-19) become a “hired man” (not a servant)

The Father’s Reaction (v. 20-24)
Are we to assume – is Jesus telling us – that this is a message about a God who universally loves everyone unconditionally and freely accepts everyone, no matter what?
The Older Brother – A Self-focused Reaction
“Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. . . But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him.”       

Luke 15:25, 28 

The Issue – 2 things:

    *by forgiving and restoring the younger brother he is now an 

         heir once again (cuts into the older brothers share – 

         which, if you recall, is now 1/3 smaller!)

     *his works (older brother) seem to count for nothing
