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“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ So He told 
them this parable . . .”     


Luke 15:1-3
“The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them.”                   
Luke 15:12

“But he (his older son) answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’”    

Luke 15:29-30

Prodigal  (L: prodigere – to drive away or squander) 

    *given to reckless extravagance; unrestrained in spending;  
    *recklessly extravagant; lavish; profusely liberal 
The 2 sons represent 2 different ways to be alienated from God:
   (the sinners / tax collectors were not right with God

         *like the younger son, they’re into “self-discovery”     
   (the Pharisees / Scribes are not right with God
         *they observed moral and ceremonial law

         *but they are in reality “moralists” (moral conformists)
The 2 sons also show 2 ways people typically seek to find:      

       *happiness    
       *fulfillment in life    
       *salvation
  (The Younger Son’s way is a search for self-discovery / 
         an experience in life / throw off all restraint / hedonism
  (The Older Son’s way is the way of moral conformity

     *fulfillment / meaning is found in strict conformity to the 

            prescribed standard of the community
    *by doing that you EARN your due / merit your status
This parable is designed to show that BOTH of these ways are wrong . . . there is another way.
    *the younger is alienated / separated from his father by his 

         Sin (sin that is so obvious)

    *the elder brother is alienated / separated from his father by 

          his Self-righteousness (sin that is not so obvious)
(the younger rebelled by running away: I’ll find it on my own
(the elder rebelled by staying home – I’ll earn it my self
The heart of sin is our sinful heart.
Sin is not just breaking rules. Sin is putting self in the place of God as Savior, Lord, and Judge just as each of the two brothers sought to displace the authority of the father in his own life.
       (the younger son was saying I’m my own savior
       (the elder was saying I don’t need a savior

Which is the more precarious position – hedonist or moralist?

“Because the elder brother is more blind to what is going on, being an elder-brother Pharisee is a more spiritually desperate condition. ‘How dare you say that?’ is how religious people respond if you suggest their relationship with God is not right. ‘I’m here every time the church doors are open.’ Jesus says, in effect, ‘That doesn’t matter.’ No one ever taught like this before.”


Tim Keller
