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“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ So He told 
them this parable . . .”     


Luke 15:1-3
I. I Need God’s Initiating Love that Leads to Repentance
“We love, because He first loved us.”           I John 4:19
*look at the case of the younger son (v. 20)
     “So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long 
      way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran 
      and embraced him and kissed him.”     
Luke 15:20
    Note particularly: it is NOT the son’s repentance that causes 

        the fathers reaction . . . it’s the fathers affection that:
a) shapes the son’s thoughts (prompts him home)

b) facilitates the son’s expression of remorse

       The change in the direction of this son’s life began with the 

        love of the father.
*look at the case of the elder son (v. 28)
     “But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father 
      came out and began pleading with him.”     
Luke 15:28

    --again, it’s the father who makes the move to go to the son

    --expresses his passion for his son / lovingly pleads with him
          to turn from his anger & his self-righteousness

Repentance must go deeper than regret for what I did.   
         “But he answered and said to his father, Look! For so many 
             years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a 
             command of yours. . .”     Luke 15:29

           (and the father DID NOT contradict him!

II. I Need God’s Incomparable Grace that Pays My Debt
“And He said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them.’”   Luke 15:11-12 

Note that we skipped Luke 15:4-10; but that-doesn’t mean these verses are not related --they are!
   *Jesus actually tells 3 stories:

        1) The Lost Sheep (v. 4-7)

        2) The Lost Coin (v. 8-10)

        3) The Lost Sons (v. 11-32)
   *The similarities in the 3 stories:

        1) something is lost

        2) the one who looses something gets it back

        3) there is rejoicing / celebration at the return 

   *There is a very significant dissimilarity:

      (in the first 2 stories someone goes out to search for that 

             which was lost

      (in the last story NO ONE goes out to search!

        --no one goes out to search for the younger brother

        --should someone have gone out to search for him?

        --YES . . . but who? 
              “Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’ 
               And he said, ‘I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?’”   
Genesis 4:9
      (the elder brother had a responsibility to his rebellious 

            younger brother         
            “… So he divided his wealth between them.’”   Luke 15:11-12 

            “And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and 
                 all that is mine is yours.’”                Luke 15:31
Mercy and forgiveness are free and unmerited to the one who sins . . . but forgiveness ALWAYS comes at a cost to the one granting forgiveness.
     Our true elder brother paid our debt, on the cross, in our   

     place. The price He paid to bring us home should move us.
