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“And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied.” 
     
Acts 12:23-24
The story of Herod Agrippa, I believe, begs a question . . . 

     (“Who are you striving to please?”

     (“Who are you looking to for approval?”

     (“Who are you trying to make (keep) happy?
Herod cares more about his popularity than righteousness!
I. The Certainty of God Enemies

“Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them.”         Acts 12:1
The work of God (people of God) has always faced enemies.

There will always be enemies
          “So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to 
            make war with the rest of her children, who keep the 
            commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.”      
Revelation 12:17
          “It was also given to him to make war with the saints and 

            to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people 
            and tongue and nation was given to him.”         
Revelation 13:7
Luke describes/dwells on the demise of Herod, but WHY?   

   *a warning to those who seek the approval of a world 
       aligned against God (His people and His works)

   *an encouragement – he wants us to see that before a 
         Sovereign and holy God enemies are nothing!
“On an appointed day Herod, having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on the rostrum and began delivering an address to them. 22The people kept crying out, ‘The voice of a god and not of a man!’ 23And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.”     

Acts 12:21-23 

“He therefore looked upon his friends, and said, “I whom you call a god, am commanded presently to depart this life; while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now said to me; and I, who was by you called immortal, am immediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to accept of what Providence allots as it pleases God.”               
          Josephus, Antiquities 19
           “Pride is a vice which cleaves so fast to the hearts of 
            men that if we were to strip ourselves of all, one by one, 
            we should undoubtedly find that it would be the last 
            garment to be cast off.”            Thomas Hooker
  
II. The Safe Assurance of God’s Elect
“And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied.”






Acts 12:23-24 

 Opposition and tyranny may come in all kinds of forms.  

   --the subtle opposition and tyranny of the wicked one causes 
        us to DOUBT the:

                *goodness of God    *the sovereignty of God 
                *the purposes of God   *the promises of God

III. The Specifics of God’s Intent

“But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied.”                        
Acts 12:24
  (God accomplishes His purposes through trial
       

NOTE: It’s the word of the Lord that multiplies . . .
   *when the church is spreading what you see and hear is the 
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