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“From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus . . . Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.”

      
Acts 13:23, 38-39
     The overall message of Acts is that the work of God is 
     advanced in the world by Spirit-filled messengers who 
     proclaim the Gospel faithfully and boldly.     
      “Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had happened, 
        being amazed at the teaching of the Lord.”      Acts 13:12
     We haven’t been called to be miracle working evangelists    

       . . . we’ve been called to faithfully make Jesus known!
 
I. The Proclamation:  Paul Preaches the Gospel
“Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent.”      
Acts 13:26

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.”  
Acts 13:32-33  
1) Jesus Christ is the climax of biblical history
       Everything in the history of Israel was leading up to the 
      coming of Jesus and the great salvation for sinners that he 
      would accomplish when he died and rose again. 
 2) The story behind Jesus is God's story 

   =This text is utterly saturated with God

   =16 times Luke presses home the truth that God is the central 
       Actor in history  
    That’s the gospel! Jesus of Nazareth was the fulfillment of 
     everything the OT had prophesied. 
      

The gospel is not ‘Let me tell you what I’ve experienced.’ The gospel is not ‘God changed my life.’ All kinds of things can change people’s lives and turn them upside down for a season, but that’s not the gospel. The good news, the message of salvation, is Jesus!
II. The Application: Paul Applies the Gospel
 “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.”            Acts 13:38-39 

 
“Therefore” (v. 38)  
   (“freed” is actually the word for justification 
     “Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything 
       you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.”       
Acts 13:38-39 (NIV)
1) we are not justified by obedience to the Law plus faith in   

         Jesus Christ. Obeying the Law does not make us right.
  2)  the offer of salvation is universal

        --Everyone is Jew and Gentile; all humanity
  3)  the warning (v. 40-41)
        --he cites Habakkuk 1:5 warning them not to be scoffers  
            at the simplicity of the gospel
III. The Invitation: Responding to the Gospel
“As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that these things might be spoken to them the next Sabbath . . . many followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue in the grace of God.”             Acts 13:42-43 
1: We must understand what the Bible is all about
2. Like Paul, learn to take people to Jesus from where they are
3. Don’t fear rejection.  If nobody ever opposes our testimony 
        there’s something wrong, because this world hates Jesus 
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