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“Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”

      Acts 13:1
 “The modern Church is viewed by many as an agent of intolerance and by others as a self-help success program. It has become increasingly difficult to find the correlation between the faith of our fathers and the confused, anemic faith of today.”              Bill Shuler
The Critical Need Today --the Church must: 
  *find its identity in Jesus

  *become Biblically literate 
  *return to its original mission (focus not on self but on others)
“The Church is not an institution or a building but rather the followers of Jesus Christ who have been forever changed by Gods' forgiveness and love) . . . fully engaged in their generation and properly represent(ing) God's heart.”   Shuler
The Original Intent of the Church is inherently missionary.
*Missions (missionary) – (L) mitto, mittre = ‘to send’
The mission of the church is the sending of people by the church at the leading of the Holy Spirit into areas of the world where the name of Christ is not known and God is not worshipped.       
I. The Launching Point: the Local Church
“Now there were at Antioch, in the church . . .”     
Acts 13:1
 
“God does what He does through tools and in the case of 
  missionary work the tool God uses is the Church.”   J.M. Boice

4 Hallmarks of the Church (as a Missionary Tool):

 1) An Established Church

       --by establish I mean “stable”; built on a solid foundation

 2) An Instructed Church

    “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets 
       and teachers. . .”                Acts 13:1
 3) An Integrated Church

     What a testimony to a non-believing world when the Church 
      loves, welcomes, cares for EVERYBODY! 

  4) An Engaged Church
    “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting. . .”






Acts 13:2
      
II. The Essential Power: the Holy Spirit
“. . . the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”


Acts 13:2-4 

The Holy Spirit it not a ‘power’ to be used; the Holy Spirit is a Person who uses us.
III. The Anticipated Problem: Opposition to the Mission
“But Elymas the magician (for so his name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.”                 
Acts 13:8
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