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“After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’”

      Acts 14:21-22
“If I suffer it is because God values something in me greater than my physical comfort and health that He in His infinite wisdom and kindness knows can only be attained by means of physical affliction and the lessons of submission and dependency and trust in Him that I learn from it.”  

Sam Storms
I. Paul’s Continual Faithfulness
“In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks.”     

Acts 14:1
The synagogue was: 
    *a natural place to go

    *a convenient place to go 
    *a strategic place to go 
    *the right place to go
II. Paul’s Consistent Message
“Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace…”          
Acts 14:3
Paul came to the synagogue and proclaimed a message that had at the very heart of it the idea of grace.

NOTE 2 things:
(the manner in which he preached it: 
(the response to be expected 
      *there are those who are with him and there were those who 
           are against him 
      *opposition does not stop a follower of Jesus Christ!

          “and there they continued to preach the gospel.”    Acts 14:7

III. Paul’s Characteristic Integrity
“Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.”        Acts 14:18

At the entrance to the city of Lystra stood a temple to a pantheon of Greek gods. Paul begins where they are. He establishes a point of contact with them. His starting point is the Creator.
Paul shows integrity – he resists their worship and preaches to 
         them TRUTH
The multitudes are looking for a god that:
      1. makes them feel better
      2. is like them 
      3. they can explain
      4. fits their superstitions

      5. doesn’t call them to account for their sin & disobedience
The gospel never advances in our sense of comfort, entitlement and blessing we think we deserve because we belong to Jesus Christ. The gospel never advances without experiencing the onslaught of the gates of hell. 
“Perseverance in the Christian life is a ceaseless warfare against the forces of the kingdom of darkness. Christians therefore need to be reminded to expect hardships and persecution and not be dismayed by them.”    
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