M.B.C. NOTES

Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 50: The Debriefing
Acts 14:23-28
Sunday, February 21, 2010
“When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.’”

      Acts 14:27
  
I. The Focus of the Report – “What God Did With Us”
“When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them. . .”      Acts 14:27
   *Luke’s emphasis (Paul’s focus) is missions, evangelism, 
       church planting, the conversion of sinners, the 
       establishment of groups of disciples, changed lives, and the 
       consequences of those change.    
   *This is the Lord’s work . . . only God can change a life
This missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas was not merely the exploits and adventures of men; it was the work of God.    

Paul’s experiences validate what we must embrace . . .
   *the natural man (the man / woman whose sin has separated 
         him from God) is DEAD in trespass and sin (Eph 2:1-2)

   *his heart is TWISTED (deceitfully wicked) (Jeremiah 17:9)

   *his will is ENSLAVED (his affections run contrary to God)
        (I Corinthians 2:14)
The natural man is not in love with Christ. He is not drawn to Christ . . . That’s why God must do His work. 
   (that in NO WAY diminishes the responsibility of the 
        church to evangelize . . . it in no way relieves us of our 

        responsibility to GO and to make the gospel known

II. The Fruit of the Report – “A Door of Faith to Gentiles”
“. . . they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.”
Acts 14:27
Paul made the connection – he understood that Israel was supposed to be the source of bringing redemption to Gentiles:

         “For so the Lord has commanded us, ‘I HAVE PLACED YOU AS 
        A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY BRING 
        SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH.’”    
Acts 13:47
We can anticipate a coming conflict: what defines a Christian? 
III. The Function of the Report – “Strengthening Churches”
“And they spent a long time with the disciples.”       Acts 14:28
“After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 

 22strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’ 23When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”            Acts 14:21-23 

*The churches were strengthening thru 3 means:
  1) Encouragement -- to continue in the faith 
  2) Leadership -- appointing elders in every church
  3) Teaching -- following Christ involves a price
         “Christ calls men to carry a cross; we call them to have  

          fun in his name. Christ calls them to forsake the world;  

          we assure them that if they but accept Jesus the world is  

          their oyster. He calls them to suffer; we call them to 

          enjoy all the comforts modern civilization affords . . . He 

          calls them to holiness; we call them to a cheap and 

          tawdry happiness.”
                 A.W. Tozer 
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