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“Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’”

      Acts 15:1
I. The Great Dissension
“Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.”                           Acts 15:1-2 

(Luke doesn’t give us the whole story . . . (Galatians 2) 

The issue:

       “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who 
        had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 
        Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”        Galatians 2:4
       “When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church 
         and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God 
         had done with them. 5But some of the sect of the Pharisees who 
         had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them 
         and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.”       Acts 15:4-5
This is an issue about salvation! 
   =This is an issue about the gospel

   =These men are saying that unless you are circumcised, you 
       cannot be saved

That’s why Paul squared off with Peter . . . according to Paul, Peter’s actions were saying you need something in addition to faith in Jesus Christ!    
II. The Gracious Discussion
“The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said . . .”






Acts 15:6-7

A) The Matchless Words of Peter
   1) “God accepts Gentiles on the same basis as He does Jews”

       “. . . Peter stood up and said to them, ‘Brethren, you know that in 
        the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth 
        the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.  8And 
        God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy 
        Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9and He made no distinction 
        between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.’”      
Acts 15:7-9

      
  2) There is only one Gospel – Salvation by Grace Alone

       “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the 
      neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have 
      been able to bear? 11But we believe that we are saved through the 
      grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.’”      

Acts 15:10-11
B) The Mediatory Words of James
     *He calls Peter – Simeon (very Jewish name!)   (v. 13)

     *He reminds them of something they very well knew – 

         Peter had already had an experience with Gentiles (v.; 14)

     *He uses language that’s full of meaning 
          “Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about 
           taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name.”   
Acts 15:14
     *He backs it up with Scripture (Acts 15:15-18)

           (Amos 9 is an OT picture of God gathering His people, 
                and restoring Israel to possess the land of Edom
          (James is saying this promise that is made to Israel is 
                now being applied to the church.

“It is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from…”          Acts 15:19-20
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