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“‘Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, 20but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.’”        

        





Acts 15:19-20
We face the great challenge today of faithfully enduring rejection while fervently defending truth! It’s a challenge fueled by a culture shaped by multi-culturalism, political correctness, and theological relativism.
Make no mistake – there is ONE and only ONE church!
     “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the 
       book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for 
       God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and 
       people and nation.”                    Revelation 5:9
The Great Dissension (15:1-5)
This IS an issue about salvation / the truth of the gospel

  *Has Jesus Christ by His death and resurrection done 

        everything necessary for salvation?
  *Or, are we saved partly through the grace of God and partly 

         through our own good works and religious performance?

  *Is justification sola fide or is it through a mix of faith and 

        works, grace and law, Jesus and Moses?
The Gracious Discussion (15:6-18)
The Godly Decision (15:19-21)
The Generational Detail (15:22-35)

“Creeds and confessions have been necessary because
God left the task of organizing and explaining His revelation

to believers. This has been the work of individual scholars, or at times, of small groups or large assemblies. In order to combat heresies, to provide systematic instruction for her own members, and to keep teachers of doctrine united in their instruction, the church adopted the creeds and regarded them as standards of orthodoxy. This insistence upon sound doctrine distinguishes Christianity from most other religions.”   
 James McGoldrick
There are 2 issues addressed by this letter to Antioch from Jerusalem that are just as relevant for you today:      
1) The Issue of Sonship -- the issue of the relationship between justification & works (salvation related to ritual)
         “We believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord 
            Jesus in the same way as they are.”          Acts 15:11

            It’s salvation by grace through the instrumentality of 
            faith in Jesus alone, for Jews and Gentiles, no matter 
            who they are or where they are.
2) The Issue of Fellowship -- the issue of the relationship between Jews and Gentiles   

         “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you 
           no greater burden than these essentials: that you abstain from 
           things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things 
           strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from 
           such things, you will do well. Farewell.’”
Acts 15:28-29
These 4 issues deal with practical matters of fellowship among a people of cultural / traditional / religious diversity . . . 

How do you relate to a new brother who does things you’ve been conditioned to reject as morally wrong?  
       “But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow 
          become a stumbling block to the weak.”      I Corinthians 8:9
  Freedom doesn’t give us the right to offend a weak brother.
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