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“A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.  .”    






Acts 16:14
Important to keep this in mind (understand Acts):
In Acts we see the church as followers of Jesus Christ: 
   forever changed by forgiveness and love 
   fully engaged representing God’s heart to their generation 

   faithfully enduring in the face of rejection / hardship 
   fervently defending the truth of the Gospel 

   frequently encouraged by God’s unusual ways 
God has a way of encouraging us in difficult times . . . by:

  *sending us a special treasure when we least expect it
  *crossing our paths with precious saints when we most need it

  *‘opening the heart’ of a wayward soul 
I. An Unusual Way to Start a Church
“And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.”           
Acts 16:13
    *The beginnings of one of the most important churches in 
       the NT, certainly in Europe, and critically for us – is 
       anything but USUAL.
    *Of all the people who would have heard Paul in Philippi, 3  

       people are highlighted by Luke: 
1) a professional business woman – Lydia

2) a demonized slave girl

3) a jailor  
II. An Unforgettable Woman 

“A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening . . .”           Acts 16:14
Lydia is a remarkable – unforgettable woman . . .
   *She’s a business woman 
   *She seems to have a large house 
   *She’s a ‘god-fearer’ . . . a worshipper of Israel’s God
            Lydia is a successful Gentile business woman who has 

            attached herself to the Jewish community for the 

            purposes of worshipping the True God of Israel

   *Something else about her that’s NOT so obvious

        “Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

          Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me 
          greet you. 22All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's 
          household. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
          spirit.”    


Philippians 4:20-23 

        --believed that only those of Caesar’s household engaged 
            in the business of selling purple goods 
       --since the church at Philippi actually begins with Lydia 

           and seems to have met in her house . . . it’s thought that   

           this greeting at the end of Philippians is actually 
           greetings from Lydia
   “It was normal in such a Greco-Roman setting NOT to 

     mention women by personal name in public unless they were 

     notable or notorious.”      Ben Witherington
III. The Unavoidable Way of God
“A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.”      Acts 16:14
(the message was Paul’s – we have to preach the Gospel
       “How will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How 
         will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? How will they 
         hear without a preacher?”   Romans 10:14

(the saving initiative was God’s
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