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“And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.’”
         

Acts 18:9-10
We are reminded here that Paul is incredibly human . . . yes: 

      *he has a commitment to Jesus Christ that often shames us
      *he has a passion for lost people that inspires us

      *he has a determination that awes us

But he is also subject to the same fears / anxieties that we are

   ‘Good men are promised tribulation in the world, and 

    ministers may expect a larger share than others.’






C.H. Spurgeon
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”     
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
God’s Tools of Encouragement
I. The Companionship of Trusted Friends
“And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers.”    Acts 18:2-3
Aquila and Priscilla become 2 of Paul’s closest friends:
     --they labor with him . . . instrumental in Ephesus
     --even risk their lives for him

              “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who 
           for my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give 
           thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles;”    

Romans 16:3-4 

Life was designed with the need for friends -- for the companionship of brothers,  especially in serving Christ!
         --to lighten the load . . . to share the burdens

         --to share the joys and victories

         --to pick one another up when we struggle
         --accountability (which we greatly need)

     “Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.”   

Galatians 6:2
II. The Conversion of Lost People
“Then he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue. 

 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.”              Acts 18:7-8 

            Being used by God to bring people to faith in Christ 
                         is always an encouraging thing!
III. The Comfort of God’s Word
“And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.’”                      Acts 18:9-10
    
3 Words of Encouragement to Paul 
*Do not be afraid 
     “And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid 
        any longer…”
*Do not be silent
        “. . . but go on speaking and do not be silent.”
*Do not be discouraged 
    “for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, 
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