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Part 61: Every Where We Go
Acts 19:1-10
Sunday Evening, April 25, 2010
“This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”

Acts 19:10
Paul will spend 3 years in Ephesus (20:31) --  a fact that tells us something about the strategic importance of this city.
 
Next to Romans, the Ephesian letter may be the most profound letter in the New Testament 
        
I. The Gospel in the Synagogue
“They came to Ephesus, and he left them there Now he himself entered  

the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.”      Acts 18:19
“And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.”           Acts 19:8 
   “Reasoning” – Paul, analyzed their understanding, beliefs,  

        where they are, established a structure by which he could 
        proclaim to them the truth of the Old Testament
    (Paul engaged them on their level
   “Persuading” – engage with an agenda
Luke says that he did it - boldly
    -straightforward – candid 
    -without fear of men, without fear of any individual

“and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”   Ephesians 6:19-20
“. . .continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.”         Acts 19:8

  
The idea of the kingdom of God (though the words only occur 

   4x in the OT) is all over the OT. . .  the idea that God is King;    

   that God is sending a Redeemer who will rule and reign over 
   His people. 
II. The Gospel in the Public Arena
“But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.  10This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”         Acts 19:9-10 

   
    --Tyrannus was probably a philosopher / teacher who taught 

        in the morning and evening .  . . rented out his hall during 

        the heat of the day (11-4)

This is evangelism . . . there’s a strategy with Paul
“And this took place…so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”       Acts 19:10
 

 III. The Gospel in the Streets
“It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ And they said to him, ‘No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.’”         Acts 19:1-2 
--the gospel also came by way of engaging people in ordinary 

     conversations in life
--these guys here in Acts 19 had received the baptism of John, 
      but that’s as far as they had ever gone – they were like OT 
      believers. . . they believed in the coming of Messiah, but 

      for some reason they hadn’t heard that Messiah had come

 --these men were not Christians (not followers of Jesus)

“Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ 
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