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Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 62: Exposed!
Acts 19:11-20
Sunday, May 2, 2010
“And the evil spirit answered and said to them, ‘I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you.’”

Acts 19:15
I. The Supernatural Power Working Through Paul
“God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out.”     
Acts 19:11-12 
NOTE:
1) God is the miracle worker – not Paul
2) The miracles were not the end but the means to an end –   

         they were meant to expose people to the Gospel

3) Paul didn’t hold miracle crusades and give out wonder working hankies – he labored faithfully / spoke boldly / and God blessed what he did

Luke includes this story to highlight the unique role Paul played in God’s purposes – to help us see the difference in pagan superstition and the sovereign display of God’s power.
II. The Sad Ploy to Imitate Paul
“But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, ‘I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches. . .”  
Acts 19:13-14 
These are unconverted men trying to usurp, trying to mimic, trying to copy what Paul was doing, and aren’t able to do so

because they don’t have the power. 
  (ancient magicians were ‘syncretists’ . . . they borrowed   

    language and concepts from different religions to form  their 

    own blend of spirituality.   (Much like people do today!)   
    --these men do not know Jesus
    --they lack both the moral integrity and the spiritual integrity 

       with which to engage the power of evil

III. The Severe Plight of Spiritual Deception

“And the evil spirit answered and said to them, I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you? And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”              

Acts 19:15-16 
Sooner or later . . . you will be exposed. You can appropriate the name and imitate the game – but eventually the reality of your faith will be tested!
“For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.”                 2 Corinthians 11:12-15 
         *imposter motivation – 
               --economic self-service (money)

               --political advantage (power)

               --religious deception (people are simply deceived)
Notice – the forces of evil know the difference between the genuine believer and the pretender!  A pretender will be exposed!
IV. The Sovereign Purposes of a Faithful Witness
“This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified.”             Acts 19:17
NOTE – repentance can be costly! Genuine discipleship involves letting go of any treasure that keeps you from experiencing the blessing of God.
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