M.B.C. NOTES

Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 64: A Night to Remember
Acts 20:1-16
Sunday Evening, May 9, 2010
“On ﻿the first day of the week, when ﻿we were gathered together to ﻿break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his ﻿message until midnight.”

Acts 20:7
I. God’s Providence in Building the Church
“After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples and when he had exhorted them and taken his leave of them, he departed to Macedonia. Then when he had gone through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came to Greece.”   

Acts 20:1-2
An interesting mention of ‘Passover’

 
“But these had gone on ahead and were waiting for us at Troas. We sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and came to them at Troas within five days; and there we stayed seven days.”







Acts 20:5-6
 --we might suggest that what they did at Philippi was actually 
    celebrate Easter . .  . there’s no way that Passover could be 

    taking place in Jerusalem without Paul preaching/explaining 
    from the Scriptures that Passover is now FULFILLED!

 --One thing that stands out: Paul’s flexibility . . . change as 

      situation demands it . . . a willingness to BEND!
 
II. Essential Practices in Building the Church

*The Practice of Exhortation
     “After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples and when 
      he had exhorted them and taken his leave of them, he departed to 
      Macedonia. Then when he had gone through those districts and had 
      given them much exhortation, he came to Greece.”   (v. 1-2)

   *Exhortation   
       --‘to call along beside with the purpose of helping’

       --used of the Holy Spirit in John 14 (comforter)

   *Exhortation is not a word we use very often but it is 

      something we should do very often! 
     (A Warning

     (A Word of Comfort

     (A Word of Encouragement
*The Priority of Worship
    “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 

      break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next 
      day, and he prolonged his message until midnight.”    

Acts 20:7
   (it is vitally important to worship with the family of faith in 

          the local church --gather with the church     
   (They wanted to hear the word of God and grow 
   (They wanted to know what the parameters of new 
            covenant life looked like

“. . .  he prolonged his message until midnight. There were many lamps in the upper room where we were gathered together. And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead.”






Acts 20:7-9 

Eutychus ( ‘good fortune’) -- goes to sleep in church!

This entire story is bracketed by the word comforted. 
    “They were greatly comforted” [verse 12]

    --that’s our word “exhort” in 20:1 – 2
*The Principle of Fellowship (v. 4) 
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