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“About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way . . .You see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all.  . . .’”




Acts 19:23, 26
Paul was having an impact on the pagan culture of Ephesus. When you follow Jesus, it leaves a mark, it shows 
      *in your lifestyle      
      *in your conversation

      *in the choices you make    
      *in the things you no longer do

The Point -- When you put the gospel first in your life, when God’s kingdom comes first in your life – there is a cost.   

               ‘The Way’ is disturbing to the world!
I. The Consistent Pattern of a Faithful Follower
“About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way.”                  

Acts 19:23 

 “The Way” -- describes the shape / pattern of the Christian life    

Paul’s faithful preaching/teaching day after day in the hall of Tyrannus: 1) brought men and women to salvation

                 2) built up / instructed in their faith (discipleship)

                 3) produced a discernible lifestyle that irked them
A Kingdom Principle (the law of harvest)-- unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
DIES, it bears fruit.    
  God has so ordered the church from the very beginning that   

   the cross is the way to victory, and death is the way to life.
II. The Calculated Plot of a Fearful Fiend 
“…this Paul has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all.”           
Acts 19:26 
“Men you know that our prosperity depends on this business” (v. 25)

A consistent theme in not only Acts but the NT – greed is an obstacle that hinders receiving Jesus / serving Jesus!
  The gospel challenges idols—the idols of money, and the 
    idols of sex, and the idols of power.
III. The Conformity Present in Following Fools
“When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’”       Acts 19:28
Demetrius is pretty sharp . . .

 *he appeals to the economic self-interest of the silversmiths
 *he also appeals to the community pride of ‘the status quo’

It takes courage and sound thinking to stand firm when the majority are going the other way . . . but it’s the one who stands up that makes a difference.
     “The world is never changed by the majority; the world is 

      changed by a minority who hear a different drummer.”





James Montgomery Boice
IV. The Culminating Picture: A Surprising Vindication 
  
Luke’s Purpose in recording this story: to show that Rome had no case against Christianity – or the Gospel – or Paul. Lost man set against God hates the message of the Cross!
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