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Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 66: The Voice of God and the Advice of Men
Acts 21:1-14
Sunday Evening, May 16, 2010
“Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’ And since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, ‘The will of the Lord be done!’”





Acts 21:13-14
 NOTE – the thing driving Paul is his desire to go to Jerusalem
  --but notice several warnings about Jerusalem:

           Acts 20:22-23      Acts 21:4      Acts 21:10-12      Acts 21:14
Question: How does Paul know that he should be in 

                Jerusalem? How do we know the Lord’s will?
 
I. In Tyre: Right Knowledge – Wrong Conclusion
“After looking up the disciples, we stayed there seven days; and they kept telling Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem.”     
Acts 21:4
    *they’re discerning what the likely outcome would be if Paul 
         should go to Jerusalem = trouble 
    *based on what the church at Tyre knows – Paul needs to 

        stay away from Jerusalem        
II. In Caesarea: Right Knowledge – Wrong Conclusion 2
“And when we had heard this, we as well as the local residents began begging him not to go to Jerusalem.”   Acts 21:12
 *Not just the disciples in Caesarea, but Luke and maybe some 
      others in Paul’s traveling party are persuaded that he  

      shouldn’t go to Jerusalem.        
 *Just as at Tyre, so now at Caesarea the prospect of trouble 
        and the prospect of arrest meant from the disciples a 
        conclusion that Paul should not go to Jerusalem.  

III. Paul: Right Information - Correct understanding 
“What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”                        Acts 21:13
What Paul Knew:
1) Jesus never asks us to do anything without promising His presence        “The Lord is at hand.” Philippians 4:5
      

2) At every stage of the Christian life, we’re asked to bear the Cross
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation.”              Philippians 2:5-7
3) The experience of suffering fulfills the law of harvest 
“Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 13so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.”               
Philippians 1:12-14 
      

4) God will always give us the strength no matter the difficulty
       “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” 





Philippians 4:13
 

5) He was ready to die 
“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 





Philippians 1:21

Sources of Faulty Advice:

1) Conscience – conscience can’t always be your guide

2) Comrades – people can be deceived / have motives

3) Consensus – accumulated wisdom of tradition / logic

All 3 can be wrong!

Infallible Advice:

*The Convicting Power of the Spirit of God
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