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“But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.”






Acts 20:24
 
I. A Ministry Pattern to Follow

“From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.”                   Acts 20:17
1) Paul was Selfless (v. 19)

   “serving the Lord with all humility. . .”  
Acts 20:17-18 
   “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so 
     that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from 
     the Lord Jesus . . .”                                Acts 20:24
      (‘serving’ = the language of slavery; 'to serve as a slave'          

      (Paul saw himself as a slave (without rights)
2) Paul was Personally Invested  
“…serving the Lord with all humility and with tears…” 
Acts 20:19
   Paul loved the people . . . he did something many pastors 

   can’t do – he made friends in his church!

3) Paul Paid a Price

  “serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials  

    which came upon me through the plots of the Jews.”      (v. 19)
   “And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, 
    not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy 
    Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and 
    afflictions await me.”             Acts 20:22-23
4) Paul was Impartial

“how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 

solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks . . .”       (v. 20-21)
5) Paul was Gospel Driven
   “solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward   

     God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”       Acts 20:21
   “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of 
      God.”                  Acts 20:27
 6) Paul Gave His All
   “In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you 
     must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that 
     He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”         
Acts 20:35
II. A Mission Priority to Fulfill 
“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”             Acts 20:28      

  
This is Paul's way of saying that the church is always a threatened church. 
1) Watch Yourself – Be Right With God
   “Be on guard for yourselves . . .” (v. 28)
   “Pay a close watch to yourself, first of all.” I Timothy 4:15

             A congregation seldom rises above the level of 
                  godliness portrayed in its own leadership.
   
2) Watch Your Sheep 
   *Watch out for the Weak Ones – Guide them (v. 28)
          What are you willing to sacrifice to serve those for whom 
          Christ sacrificed?
  *Watch out for the Wicked – Guard them (v. 29-30)
        --Are you a wolf in sheep’s clothing?   
      
“So what marks a possible wolf-in-the-making? It’s not simply that he rejects or accepts any particular biblical truth, but that he isn't deeply oriented on the Bible. He is more oriented on experience. He isn't captured by the great old faith once for all delivered to the saints. Instead he's enamored by what is new and innovative. . . the indispensable mark when it comes to doctrinal fitness is faithfulness to what is fixed in Scripture – 

disciplined, humble submission to the particular affirmations of the Bible – carefully and reverently studied and explained and cherished. When that spirit begins to go, there's a wolf-in-the-making.” 


John Piper
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