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“Then all the city was provoked, and the people rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the temple, and immediately the doors were shut.”

Acts 21:30
 
I. The Problem that Confronts Paul
“When the seven days were almost over, the Jews from Asia, upon seeing him in the temple, began to stir up all the crowd and laid hands on him, crying out, ‘Men of Israel, come to our aid! This is the man who preaches to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this place; and besides he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.’”                  Acts 21:27-28
     *These were Jews by birth, by ethnicity -- been converted –

         received the Holy Spirit – believed in Jesus Christ

     *But they were in Jerusalem where many of them still 
         attended worship at the temple . . . Some, no doubt, still 
         took part in the temple rituals – rituals that defined them 

         as Jews
   Remember Paul’s intent . . .   
   *belief that the collection would promote unity

   *belief that an attempt to appease the Jewish Christian 
       brothers would bring peace / harmony / stability into the 
       church of Jesus Christ.

II. The Accusation that Challenges Paul
“This is the man who preaches to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this place; and besides he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.’ For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.        Acts 21:28-29
 2 things happen to Paul in the temple:

   *one, accusations are made   *two, an arrest is made 
The accusation: Paul has brought a Gentile into the temple
     --to bring a Gentile into the Court of Israel meant death

     --the Romans had granted the Jews the right to exercise that 
           penalty in the temple

         

      IRONY:  Paul is in this mess because he tried to appease 

                his Jewish Christian brothers . . . certain people of 
                the opinion that Paul was teaching men not to 
                obey the laws and customs of Israel, YET, Paul is 
                in trouble for obeying a custom of the Jews
  (From now, at least to the end of Acts, Paul will always be 
     in prison and in chains and in bondage.

      
III. The Picture that Challenges Us
 *the courage . . .  Paul was ready to die
    --He’s doing what he’s doing because he loves the Lord
    --He loves the church of Jesus Christ
    (There’s a certain courage that comes from the gospel 
        --It comes from being indwelt by the Holy Spirit

        --It comes from knowing Christ

        --It comes from knowing that your sins are forgiven

 *the calmness 
     *Paul’s been accused of being too fond of the Gentiles

     *He’s been accused by the Jews of disobeying the traditions 
          of the temple

     *In his defense . . . Paul will ultimately respond

            “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the 

              Gentiles.’”                       Acts 21:22
       (God, your God, has called me to preach to the Gentiles. 
       (You’re not saved by the temple, and you’re not saved by 
            rituals. You’re not saved by works or sacrifices, but by 
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