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“And he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth. For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.’”

Acts 22:14-15
The instrument of the infiltration of redemption has been and will forever be – the Redeemed!

        Our darkest days are invitations to shine brightly!
It’s not simply Paul on trial here . . . it’s the Gospel of Jesus Christ that’s on trial. 

 
I. The Personal Intent In Paul’s Request
“As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the commander, ‘May I say something to you?’ And he said, ‘Do you know Greek? . . . When he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs, motioned to the people with his hand . . . spoke to them in the Hebrew dialect.”                         Acts 21:37, 40
Paul’s Intent behind this request is very personal – 

    *not only to defend himself and the message he preaches

    *but to confront his accusers with a life changing challenge
    *to use this opportunity to make Jesus known
II. Practical Insight from Paul’s Defense
“‘Brethren and fathers, hear my defense which I now offer to you.’ And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even more quiet . . .”                Acts 22:1-2

   
 Note: Paul adapts to the situation he encounters
 CRITICAL: At issue here, is the gospel; who is Jesus Christ?
*It’s the prevailing question today (is it not)?
*It’s the issue: Who is Jesus? What do you make of Him?

There are 3 parts to his ‘defense’ (testimony):
Part 1: My Life Before Jesus (vv. 3-5)
  *In essence, “I was religious . . . zealous . . . active in church.”
  *But, that wasn’t enough . . . I learned something was missing

           Paul uses his past as a tool to present the Gospel.
Part 2: My Conversion – Meeting Jesus (vv. 6-8)
   *Paul had a life changing experience
Part 3: My Life After Jesus
“And he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth. For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard . . . And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”

Acts 22:14-15, 21
   (the essence of life AFTER Jesus (after conversion) is 

bearing witness . . . telling what “you have seen and heard”

   (there is a complete redirection of Paul’s life!
Paul is simultaneously doing 2 things:

*he’s answering the charge that he has dismissed Moses 
       --Religious tradition is no substitute for following Christ.
*he’s advancing the truth that being Jewish isn’t enough
    “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will, and to 
      see the Righteous One….”       Acts 22:14
               True righteousness is that which belongs to Jesus 
               Christ, the Righteous One!
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