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“When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.’”



Acts 23:12
Even when we stand with courage and strength without

wavering . . . we can still use an occasional word of encouragement.
  “But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side 
    and said, ‘Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My 
    cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.’”







Acts 23:11 

“On the average day, we live caught up in ourselves. On the average day, we don’t consider God very much. On the average day, we forget that our life truly is a vapor. But there is nothing normal about today.”         Francis Chan
This is story of how God delivers His servant not by a miraculous intervention but rather through the providential 

ordering of circumstances.        
 
God’s providence is His sovereign control over and ordering of natural circumstances to accomplish His will. 

I. Formulating a Plot -- The Conspiracy
“When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. There were more than forty who formed this plot.”              
Acts 23:12-13 
   *Paul was a small, insignificant man; but his ideas, his           

        love for the gospel, his love for Christ brought forth this 
        animosity / hatred / violence

    *these men truly believe that if they can eliminate Paul, 

         they can eliminate his message!
 
The Plan – Acts 23:14-15 -- they’re going to ambush Paul!

  --a conspiracy to kill Paul, simply for preaching the gospel of 
       Jesus Christ 
        “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
          perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the 
          minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the 
          gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”   

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 

II. Finding Out the Plot – the Discovery
“But the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, and he came and entered the barracks and told Paul.”                Acts 23:16
  
God uses extraordinary means to accomplish His purposes -- He used this little boy, and despite what must have been family animosity towards Paul, God used him because God had designs, purposes, and work for Paul to do.

      God put the right person, in the right place, at the right 

       time to accomplish the right end . . . that’s providence!
III. Frustrating the Plot – the Delivery
“And he called to him two of the centurions and said, ‘Get two hundred soldiers ready by the third hour of the night to proceed to Caesarea, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen. They were also to provide mounts to put Paul on and bring him safely to Felix the governor.”                            

Acts 23:23-24
  200 infantry + 200 spearmen + 70 cavalry = 470 soldiers

  The world is coming to Paul’s defense…for a short time
It’ll take 2 years before he gets to Rome …God’s providence is never in a hurry;  God’s promises are never in a hurry either.
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