M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 1: Getting Ready for an Upset 
Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-3
Sunday, July 12, 2009
“And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.”      



Acts 28:30-31
“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs . . .’”                 Acts 1:1-3
 
    “In 30 years (Christianity) got sufficient growth and 

      credibility to become the largest religion the world has ever 

      seen and to change the lives of hundreds of millions of 

      people. It has spread into every corner of the globe and has 

      more than two billion adherents. It has had an indelible 

      impact on civilization, on culture, on education, on 

      medicine, on freedom, and of course, on the lives of 

      countless people worldwide.”        Michael Green
Our goal – purpose:

       To become more like the early church – bold and 

       courageous with a growing passion to make Jesus Christ 

       known to a lost world.
I. The Essential Context of Acts
A) The Honorable Intent
      (Luke 1:1-4
   *Luke's Gospel was written to show a man named 

       Theophilus the “certainty” of the truth that IS the gospel of 
       Jesus Christ      
Luke gets the Gospel right by getting Jesus right!
     (if you’re wrong about Jesus, nothing else really matters!

     (if you miss WHO He is – you’ll never know who you are

     (if you miss WHAT He did – you’ll miss what you were   

          meant to be   
Christianity is not a teaching – it is a person.
B) The Human Author
   “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings . . . Luke,  

     the beloved physician, sends you his greetings…”    
Colossians 4:10, 14

   “Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, as do 
     Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers.”    
Philemon 23-24

   “Make every effort to come to me soon; for Demas, having loved this 
   present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens 
   has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. . .”          
2 Timothy 4:9-11

Luke:

   *a physician by profession . . . and excellent writer 
   *a zealous co-laborer with Paul for the Gospel sake
   *willing to suffer imprisonment (voluntarily) with Paul
   *an incredibly humble man 
   *a missionary zeal and heart for people
   *an unflinching loyalty to Jesus Christ and Paul 
II. The Inescapable Contrast of Acts
“And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was 
 welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and 
  teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, 
  unhindered.”      


Acts 28:30-31
 Paul is preaching / teaching with “openness, unhindered.”
    (“Freedom or frankness; confidence or boldness, 
            particularly in speaking”
There’s a great contrast between the beginning and the ending of this book  . . .  what happened? That’s an essential part of the story of 30 Years That Changed the World.
