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Acts 1:1-11
Sunday Evening, July 12, 2009
“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach. . .’”                 Acts 1:1
 
Pragmatic, relative consumerism will not change the world…

“It is truth, not private spirituality that apostolic Christianity was about. It was Christ, not the self as means of access into the sacred. It was Christ, with all of his painful demands of obedience, not comfortable country clubs that early Christianity was about. It was what God had done in space and time when the world was stood on its head that was its preoccupation, not the multiplication of programs, strobe lights, and slick drama. Images we may want, entertainment we may desire, but it is the proclamation of Christ crucified and risen that is the church’s truth to tell.”




David Wells, Above All Earthly Powers 
I. Following the Person of Jesus Will Change My World   
“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.”      Acts 1:1-2 

Jesus is the Cornerstone of the Church:

  *He is the foundation of our Message

       “The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus 
         began to do and teach.”          Acts 1:1

  *He is our focus of our Mission

        “until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the 
        Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.”            
  




Acts 1:2
  *He is the fire of our Motivation
       “To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by 

         many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty 
         days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”           
 




Acts 1:3
The greatest difference in modern day Christianity and that in Acts is that to us it is primarily a performance. To them, it was an experience in reality. Their life was invaded by a new quality of life.
II. Filled with the Power of Christ Will Change My World
“And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me;’ for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”              
Acts 1:4-5
The Spirit's coming was necessary for 
    *knowledge and understanding of God's Word
    *boldness in living and testifying of Christ
    *the disciples to be able to witness effectively of the good 
          news of Jesus Christ
    *the disciples to carry out the work of evangelism and 
            missions
III. Focus on the Purpose of the Church Will Change My World
“. . . and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.’”            






Acts 1:8
To evangelize is “to present Jesus Christ to sinful men, in order that they may come to put their trust in God, through Him to receive Him as their Saviour and serve Him as their King in the fellowship of His church.”        J.I. Packer

(It is:
    *Every Christian's business
    *Every person's need
IV. Fixed on the Promise of His Return Will Change My World 
