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“. . . and thus we came to Rome.”             

Acts 28:14 (NASB)
Paul clearly can be characterized by obedience . . . 

    *he was obedient to the call of God in his life

    *he had a passion to honor God in all he did

God blessed him because of that but that doesn’t mean he was given a life of ease / comfort.
A life style of obeying God is _____  _________ . . . but it does deliver God’s unfathomable blessing.
A searching question . . . Will I be faithful, will I be committed, will I still serve when hardship and discouragement hit? (And hit, it will!) Will I hang in to experience God’s best?
Paul was no stranger to shipwrecks 
       “Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times 
          I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.”     

            2 Corinthians 11:25
I. Looking to the _____________ of God
“. . .  ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.' 25Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that it will turn out exactly as I have been told.”         Acts 27:24-25 

     “. . .And so it happened that they all were brought safely to land. 

      When they had been brought safely through, then we found out that 
      the island was called Malta.          Acts 27:44 – 28:1

 NOTE: we’re NOT given a promise that in every circumstance 
             or trial, or life-threatening situation we face that our

            lives are going to be preserved. Obedience doesn’t 

            guarantee our life . . . it does guarantee God’s blessing.
A general truth . . . 
      We are, all of us, ____________ until our work is done. 
II. Learning from the _________________ of God
“But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. . .  However he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm.”   


Acts 28:3, 5  

    (justice has not allowed him to live.’”  (v. 4)
Has ‘fate’ caught up with Paul? OR . . . Is this just ‘bad things happening to good people?’ Why do bad things happen to Christians? That’s the wrong question . . . the right one: what do I learn about God’s providence in my life? 
A Reality Check: We Suffer because:

  1) We _________ (Consequential Suffering) 
  2) We live in a _________ _________ (Common Suffering)
  3) We need ___________  (Corrective Suffering)
  4) We’re ____________  (Constructive Suffering) 
III. Lifting Up _______________ to God
“. . . and thus we came to Rome. And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.”      


Acts 28:14-15 

God has blessed Paul through incarceration and trials, despite his setbacks and difficulties. 
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