M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 6: This Is That!
Acts 2:14-36
Sunday Evening, July 26, 2009
“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.”
          
Acts 2:16 (KJV)
 
‘What you see today on the Day of Pentecost is that...namely, what was prophesied in Scripture. Pentecost is the fulfillment of an OT prophesy.’

I. The Starting Point: The Absolute Truth of Scripture
“But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and 
 declared to them . . . this is what was spoken of through the prophet 
Joel:”                  



Acts 2:14-16
  
         Peter is convinced that the Old Testament is God’s 
         infallible word. He is willing to build his life on it 
         and see life through it.

Joel was written 900 years before Jesus but was as relevant, as authoritative, as meaningful and as purposeful as on the day that it was written. 
     “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter 
       of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an 
       act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
      God.”                  2 Peter 1:20-21 
Peter shows the event of Pentecost as grounded in and a fulfillment of Scripture
II. The Staying Point: The Absolute Trust in Providence
“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know-- this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God . . .”           Acts 2:22-23
The Cross did not take God by surprise! It was part and parcel of the way God had planned it. 
Peter rightly understands how the world works . . .  events happen, terrible things happen, awful things happen . . . and God is in them!
    --things happen because God wills them to happen

    --things happen because He wills them to happen BEFORE 
          they happen

    --things happen because He wills them to happen in the 

         WAY they happen. 
           Things do not happen and take God by surprise. 
III. The Sustaining Point: The Absolute Testimony of Jesus 
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified.”         
Acts 2:36
Pentecost is not about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the representative agent of Jesus Christ. He’s the ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ. Pentecost is about Jesus!
Notice the beginning of the Joel quote:

“but ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind;”          Acts 2:16-18
Are We Living in the Last Days?

“In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son.”      

  




Hebrews 1:1-2

“Christ was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the last of the times for your sake.”





I Peter 1:20

 “These things happened to them as a warning, but they were written 
down for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come.”                      

I Corinthians 10:11
We live between the beginning of the kingdom of God and the 
consummation of the kingdom. The next great redemptive event is the Second Coming. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
