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“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe. . .”

Acts 2:42-43
 
How does Christianity look in the context of a gathered people?

“One of the first tests you must apply to yourself, or to anybody else, in order to discover whether or not you are a Christian is to ask the question do you want to come together with other Christians? If you do not feel this desire, there is only one explanation: You are not a Christian. Now one would have thought that it would be unnecessary to say a thing like that, but, sadly, this warning is needed.”        

Martin Lloyd-Jones
Though the church does not in any way save a person, when someone is saved they are saved in relationship to the church!   

“They were continually devoting themselves. . .”    Acts 2:42

   *the word shows a perseverance / an adherence to something 
   *it clearly demonstrates a radical transformation 
3 Ingredients to Solid (Foolproof) Church Growth
I. A Commitment to Learning
“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching…”

Acts 2:42
Truth demands that we engage our minds.
    “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard 
       Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus...”           
 




Ephesians 4:20-21 
          I cannot grow without growing in my doctrinal 
                    understanding of the Word of God.
“A believer should count it a wasted day when he does not learn something new from, or is not more deeply enriched by the truth of God's Word....Scripture is food for the believer's growth and power--and there is no other.”   


John MacArthur
II. A Concentration on Relationships
“They were continually devoting themselves . . . to fellowship. . .”
'fellowship'  (koinonia)--  'to have in common'

            Fellowship is about what we share together.
What do we have in common as believers? What do we share?
1) a life-giving relationship with God the Father through God 

        the Son (I John 1:3)
2) a life-empowering relationship with God the Holy Spirit

    “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
        fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”                      
2 Corinthians 13:14
3) a life-encouraging relationship with one another

      --"one another" passages of the NT 
4) a life-challenging / changing relationship (Philippians 3:10)
       Fellowship is about meeting one another's needs in the 
       Body and partnering together to help one other live out 
       the demands of the Christian life. 
III. A Concern for Worship
“They were continually devoting themselves . . . to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Acts 2:42
       Worship is recognizing the sovereignty, graciousness, 
                          goodness, and holiness of God.
Worship and the Lord’s Supper
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