M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 10: Fool Proof Church Growth (cont’d)
Acts 2:42-47
Sunday, August 16, 2009
“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe. . .”

Acts 2:42-43
 
“There is only one thing that has ever affected profoundly the life of this world, and that is the message of the Christian Church. That is not merely my opinion – that is the verdict of history. History will testify that the most civilizing force that the world has ever known has been the Christian church.”






Martin Lloyd-Jones
“Civilization itself was transformed by Jesus Christ. In the ancient world, his teachings elevated brutish standards of morality, halted infanticide, enhanced human life, emancipated women, abolished slavery, inspired charities, created hospitals, established orphanages and founded schools. In medieval times, Christianity almost single-handedly kept classical culture alive through recopying manuscripts, and building libraries . . . It was Christians who invented colleges and universities.””


Alvin Schmidt
3 Ingredients to Solid (Foolproof) Church Growth
I. A Commitment to Learning

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching…”

Acts 2:42  
“Have you received this apostolic doctrine? If you have believed this and received it, you have new life, spiritual life, and that will show itself in this way: You will be hungering and thirsting for more. It will become the greatest interest of your life.”


Martin Lloyd-Jones
II. A Concentration on Relationships

“They were continually devoting themselves . . . to fellowship. . .”
      Fellowship is about what we share together – it is deep, it 

                   is vital, it becomes the main thing in life.      
III. A Concern for Worship

“They were continually devoting themselves . . . to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Acts 2:42
     *worship is Central to our relationship to the Lord 

     *worship is recognizing the sovereignty, graciousness, 
         goodness, and holiness of God

      *worship focuses our attention on Him specifically 
Worship and the Lord’s Supper
  =The phrase, "to the breaking of bread," is a distinct reference 
        to the Lord's Supper
The Lord's Supper is an act of worship where we should:
      *reflect deeply on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
      *consider the greatness of our Lord

      *consider the mystery of the providence of God in calling 
          us out of sin and into His grace

      *consider the depth of our unworthiness
Why did they do this – why daily partake of the Lord’s Table:

1) Jesus told them to – an act of obedience

2) They needed to – an act of remembrance

3) The world needed them to – an act of proclamation
Worship and ‘The Prayers’
  (They were still Jews -- now they were Jewish Christians...
    ==they’d come to understand that Jesus was the Messiah

           --he was the Christ

           --so they still had allegiance to the temple
Paul's prayers on behalf of the Ephesian believers in 
Ephesians 1:15-23 and 3:14-21
  *knowledge of the Lord    *grasping of the riches of Christ       [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
