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“With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God; and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.” 


Acts 3:8-10
 
“Say to those with anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not 
      Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God 
      will come, but He will save you. . . Then the lame will leap like a 
      deer . . .”       


Isaiah 35:4-6
I. The Setting   
“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer.”           

Acts 3:1
   *Luke gives us the specifics of their presence at the temple…
        it is the 9th hour (3:00 PM) – it is the time for prayer. 
   *They’ve come to the temple. . . to worship. . . to pray . . .  

         to talk about Jesus Christ. 
II. The Scene  (The Tragedy of a Broken Life)
“And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple.”       


Acts 3:2
*Luke (a physician) tells us he was born with a congenital 

    defect – lame (crippled) since birth . . .he is completely 
    dependent on the generosity/kindness of others

*But, he was well known (Acts 4)
        *the religious authorities knew about him 

        *Peter and John (all the Apostles) were familiar with him

        *I would even contend that Jesus had known of him
III. The Sign   (The Transformation to a Better Life) (v. 1-10)
“But Peter said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene--walk!’”           
Acts 3:6 

BUT what do we do with it? 
    Is this text about “claiming my miracle today!” 
    Is it telling us “the church should do this” today?
    Is this story simply telling about a physical healing?
The Nature and Purpose of Miracles
(What a miracle is – a miracle is an act of God in which He 

          works outside of His prescribed order.    
                A miracle is “an interference with nature by a 
                  supernatural power.”                C.S. Lewis
(Why a miracle is – a miracle is a sign pointing to something 
       beyond it. 

       (Miracles always demonstrate God’s power

       (Miracles also teach something about God. A miracle 

              is meant to teach / preach to us

This miracle is a sign showing us:
 1)  The Might of our Strong God (v. 11-12)
 2) The Method of Our Saving God
      “And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which 

        has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith 

        which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the 

        presence of you all.”      Acts 3:16
     *He used weak / imperfect committed, believing people

     *they engage a lost world – a world that is:

         Ignorant (v. 17)       Unbelieving       Enslaved to sin
     *we proclaim a gospel that commands the impossible
     *in the mystery and sovereignty of God’s will, the message 
         of the Cross engages a darkened heart – and they believe
3) The Marvel of Our Sovereign God (v. 9-10)
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