M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 17: Knowing You, Jesus
Acts 4:23-37
Sunday Evening, September 13, 2009
“And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.” 



Acts 4:33
Knowing You, Jesus (All I Once Held Dear)

All I once held dear, built my life upon,

All this world reveres and wars to own.

All I once thought gain I have counted loss,

Spent and worthless now compared to this
Knowing You, Jesus, knowing You - There is no greater thing.

You're my all, You're the best; You're my joy, my righteousness,

And I love You Lord.

Now my heart's desire is to know You more,

To be found in You and known as Yours,

To possess by faith what I could not earn

All surpassing gift of righteousness

Oh to know the power of Your risen life,

And to know You in Your sufferings;

To become like You in Your death, my Lord,

So with You to live and never die.




--Graham Kendrick (1993)

The Evidence of Knowing Him:

I. Acknowledgment: The Character and Nature of God
*the significance and structure of their prayer reveals their 

   intimacy with God . . . their recognition of God as:

1) Sovereign 
2) Creator

3) Provider / Sustainer
“What was the explanation for the confidence of these early believers as they came to God in prayer? Their secret was that they knew God . . . they had a living, vital knowledge of God. In their extremity they went to Him with an amazing assurance. There was no panic, nothing frantic, nothing excitable about them; they were as cool as could be, and in this quiet confidence they spoke to God and knew Him.”       

Martyn Lloyd-Jones
II. Agreement: My Will – God’s Word
  *we have great comfort and assurance is God’s Word

  *our confidence and boldness are rooted in Scripture

  *BUT – there are dangers; the biggest danger is taking a verse 
       out of context to use as a 'promise of answered prayer'
           Consistent study of the Word overflows into my  

          prayer life. . .  my will is conformed to His Word.
III. Acceptance: God’s Decrees and Purposes (v. 27-28)
*Gods’ Decrees – declarations of what will be according to the 

            will / pleasure of God
*God’s Purposes – that which glorifies God
 REALITY:  God brings things to bear in my life that I would 

        never chose – but what I may see as a bitter providence is 
        still God’s loving, caring hand toward me.
IV. Asking: God’s Glory – My Delight (v. 29-30)
         "Life is war....So we see repeatedly in Scripture that 
          prayer is a walkie-talkie for warfare, not a domestic 
          intercom for increasing our conveniences. The point of 
          prayer is empowering for mission.”      John Piper

   Colossians 4:2-4       Romans 15:30-31    2 Thessalonians 3:1-2
V. Actions: Doing What We Seek (v. 31-33)
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