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“But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife's full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles' feet.” 

Acts 5:1-2
Where many miss the heart of this story about Ananias and

Sapphira . . . they were under obligation because they had made a promise and a covenant with the church (with God) and then 

pretended to follow through.
Lessons from Ananias and Sapphira:

I. The Significance of the Church

“And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard of these things.”                               Acts 5:11
            One thing is true, whatever the true church "was" 

                in the 1st century, it "is" in the 21st century.

  The Church:  A Habitation of the Spirit
       “in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God 
          in the Spirit.”          Ephesians 2:22

  --When the church gathers together the Holy Spirit, God 
       Himself, dwells right in our midst! 

  --That means I should prepare for SS and worship as if I am 
       going to be in the presence of the Spirit of God Himself. 
The Church: An Inherent Unity of the Saints

The real problem with Ananias and Sapphira: they lived as if the church was an organization they could use rather a body to whom they were responsible.
We are one (a unity) not because we have the right programs and personalities in place but because we’re grounded in the redemptive work of Christ. 
      (That means responsibility and accountability
The Church: A Holy People Changed by Grace
“I fear it is sometimes forgotten that God has married together justification and sanctification. They are distinct and different things, beyond question, but one is never found without the other. All justified people are sanctified people, and all sanctified are justified....Tell me not of your justification, unless you have also some marks of sanctification. Boast not of Christ's work for you, unless you can show us the Spirit's work in you.”                          J.C. Ryle
II. The Seriousness of Sin 
“And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear came over all who heard of it.”         Acts 5:5
       "Those sins which lie closest and are most secretly lurking 
        in the heart, are as obvious and odious to God as those 
        that are most fairly written upon a man's forehead."     
Thomas Brooks 

Sin is always costly. My redemption demanded the precious blood of the sinless Son of God. 
III. The Strategy of Satan
“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit . . .?’” 
Acts 5:3 
When Jesus builds His church, He builds it within sight of enemy occupied territory. 

“Satan must have a double leave before he can do anything against us. He must have leave from God, and leave from ourselves, before he can act anything against our happiness.”   
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