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Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 19: Fear
Acts 5:11-16
Sunday Evening, September 20, 2009
“And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard of these things.” 

Acts 5:11
But because there are people involved, they were not perfect – Ananias and Sapphira show us that . . . They Failed to Grasp:
I. The Significance of the Church
      Ananias and Sapphira lived as if the church was an 

      organization they could use rather a body to whom they 

      were responsible.

II. The Seriousness of Sin 
   *Sin is always costly 
   *Sin is never in isolation – it affects others!   

III. The Strategy of Satan
“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit . . .?’” 
Acts 5:3 

The Church of Jesus Christ is indeed beautiful.  .  . the church is designed / called to be a “visual model of the gospel.” Sadly, even tragically, that is too seldom the picture we model.

“The human heart is in such a terrible state that people deceive themselves. They are such fools and have such deceitful hearts that they always think they are better than they are. We are all guilty of that. We can put up a wonderful defense. Other people are worse, while we are always better!”       

Martyn Lloyd Jones
God is always moving! He is always at work around us.

   (we either move with Him – experience blessing beyond 

          our ability to understand
   (or we move against Him – experience judgment beyond 

          our ability to stand under

The Reaction to Ananias and Sapphira –  FEAR
“And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard of these things.”               Acts 5:11
 2 Groups are delineated:

  1) The Church Reacted – Believers responded
        “And great fear came over the whole church. . .”
  2) Non-believers resonded
     “And great fear came. . . over all who heard of these things.”              
What about fear?  Why fear?
“Mere fear in and of itself is of no value. Fear is no more than the ringing of the bell to call attention . . . But fear, when you really understand it, can be a great signpost. Fear points away from itself and indicates something you ought to be doing, somewhere you ought to be going. . . Fear is merely the introduction to the message . . . that it is wise to know something of the danger in following certain courses of action.”


D.M. Lloyd-Jones
       The right fear is a healthy awareness that God is present 

                                and can act in judgment.

     “And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and 
        women, were constantly added to their number.”     Acts 5:14
Fear is designed to lead people to Christ . . . to move us from terror of the ‘wrath to come’ to worship of the coming King

      (fear has become a signpost which we’ve heeded!
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