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“But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, ‘Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.’ Upon hearing this, they entered into the Temple about daybreak and began to teach.” 

Acts 5:19-21
   
The book of Acts is about Holy Spirit empowered witness. It is about the consequences of that Spirit empowered witness – namely, new life gathered into the church and spreading out from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and eventually to the ends of the earth. 
    The witness to Jesus Christ has not yet been completed, 

                so the story of the book of Acts continues.
I. The Firm Resolve of a Committed Disciple
“But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail.”           
Acts 5:17-18
 “Jealousy” – (actually the word “zeal”); a misguided zeal.
The Apostles response is based on their correct understanding that the message they preach is:

1) God’s Message

2) An Unchanging Message

3) A Clearly Defined Message

We must speak about Jesus Christ because obedience to Him comes above every other consideration of obedience. We must obey God, no matter the consequences.

II. The Faithful Response of an Obedient Disciple
“But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, ‘Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.’ Upon hearing this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and began to teach…”           
Acts 5:19-21
How a Faithful Disciple Responds . . .
He Goes
    The circles in which we encounter people are not by chance, 
     but by divine design
He Stands
      To ‘stand’ conveys the idea of someone who is taking a 
       stand' at a particular spot and fulfilling his purpose

    To stand is to take courage, to be bold, to keep pressing on 
          for Christ in the face of every intimidation and fear.
He Speaks
“. . . Speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.”       

      We have not finished the job of evangelism until we have 
      spoken the gospel of Christ

What is the whole message of Life? It is the Gospel.
       “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.”

John 6:68

        “He that has the Son has the Life, but he that does not have the 
          Son of God does not have the Life.”        I John 5:12
It is the “whole” (complete) message of the Gospel because it:

(addresses both the holiness of God and sinfulness of man 
(reveals the judgment due to sinful man and the atoning and 
       redemptive work of Christ

(clearly shows both the necessity of repentance and the 
       essential of faith to receive "the Life." 
Until a person catches some glimpse of his own misery before God he will not see the need for the cross of Christ. I must see my need for the Savior . . . who He is, what He has done on my behalf.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
