M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 21: Needy!
Acts 5:21-32
Sunday Evening, September 27, 2009
“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” 


Acts 5:30-31
Why do people cheat – steal – lie . . . Why the excuses, the rationalizations, the failure to take responsibility?
  *The answer – because of the way we THINK

        “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.”      Proverbs 23:7

  *the problem is that apart from Christ man is alienated from 

     God in his way of thinking
      “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 
        longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
        being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of 
        God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
        hardness of their heart.”          Ephesians 4:17-18
          We persistently fail to realize that our greatest need is 

                        the need to be reconciled with God.
I. A Revealed Message

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus . . .”






Acts 5:30
 (by ‘raised up’ Peter does not refer to the resurrection … 

       Peter is referring to the OT sense of ‘God raising up a 

        prophet or a leader’
“The Apostles were saying to the Jewish authorities, this Jesus, whom you slew and hanged on a tree, was not just a man; he was not just a phenomenon who suddenly appeared among the Jewish people but was the one who was sent by God. It was God who out Him among us.”          Martin Lloyd-Jones 
*This statement by Peter is very significant . . .

    “The God of our Fathers” – is not only very Jewish … it is 

         also a fundamental of the Christian faith.

*Christianity does NOT start with the Lord Jesus Christ… it 

    starts with God the Father.

Our story begins with God the Sovereign
“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.”                       Acts 5:30
*It’s as if Peter tells these Jewish leaders: “You should have known – you should have recognized Him. The story prepared us for Him . . . why can’t you see that.”

You do not understand the Old Testament unless you see it in terms of a preparation for the coming of the Savior.
II. A Rejected Message

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.”                       Acts 5:30

“He came to His own and His own received Him not.”     John 1:11

*Not only did Israel reject the message – the world continues to reject it.
Why do people reject Jesus (3 Primary Reasons)
1) Oblivious to Need
         --don’t know that our real problem / real need is spiritual 

              Life (we’re DEAD in trespasses and sin)

2) Ignorance of Truth

         --need “truth that sets men free” (a knowledge of God)

          --we don’t know who we are

          --we don’t know who God is

          --we don’t see the connections 

3) Blindness to God’s glory
    “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a 
      Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” 
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