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“So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; 

but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God.”

Acts 5:38-39
A name gives a definitive picture . . . not just facts, but a composite portrait . . .  of one’s character and nature.
I. The Violent Opposition to Jesus Christ
“But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.”                   Acts 5:33
The very mention of Jesus brings a note of violence into the hearts and minds of these Sanhedrin – WHY? 
    They understood the implication of Christianity – 
    Christianity is an intolerant religion: intolerant to other 
    gods; intolerant to any other way of salvation but faith alone 
    in Jesus Christ alone. This has not changed!

II. The Reasoned Intervention of Gamaliel
“But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time.”                       Acts 5:34       
Gamaliel was:
  *a distinguished, wise Jewish Rabbi, theologian and teacher

  *the principal teacher of Saul of Tarsus 
         “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
           educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our 
           fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today.”    
Acts 22:3

1) His Foolish Comparison (v. 35-37)
   -Gamaliel compares Jesus to two rebel leaders who had been 
      killed by Rome resulting in the decline of their influence 
   -The Implication: Jesus had also been put to death by the 
      Romans, and his following would doubtless die out in the 
      same way
2) His Foolish Counsel (v. 38-39)
  -basically, "We will measure this movement by the success 
                        that attends it." 
  Why is this foolish counsel?
     (because there are evil things in the world that God has 
          allowed to prosper in the mystery of His providence

     (AND -- there are good things in this world, wonderful 
          things in this world, Spirit-induced things in this world, 
          that God has allowed to fizzle and fade for purposes that 
          are known unto Him.

      Just because something is big does not mean that God is 
      blessing it. You cannot adopt the world’s philosophy on 
      success to gauge the things that are of God. 
3) His Foolish Conclusion
“So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone…”

Acts 5:38
 
There’s no neutrality in the cause of Christ – it’s “either/or.” 
III. The Determined Action of the Apostles
“so they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”           
Acts 5:41     
A life of compromise – of straddling the fence -- will one day be a life of regret.
“Gamaliel was a good man, a moral man, a just man, a religious man. But the real trouble with Gamaliel was that he completely lacked spiritual perception. He was nothing but a man who combined worldly wisdom with a general belief in God.”
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