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“But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse. When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’ Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’ Having said this, he fell asleep.” 







Acts 7:57-60
Stephen is a “giant” in the New Testament
   *his story occupies a mere 2 chapters of the book of Acts, 
        but his life / particularly his death casts a long shadow 

        over the developing Church (Christianity)
   *perhaps the most significant aspect of Stephen 
     -he demonstrates a clear understanding of 2 pivotal realities:
          (1) redemptive history and 
          (2) its personal implications 
Christianity was birthed in the Roman Empire. Rome viewed religious belief in a particular / peculiar way. 3 ‘religions’:

      1) The Imperial Cult (cultus)- Caesar worshiped as a god
      1) religio licita (tolerated religion)

      2) religio illicita  (not tolerated)
       (a religio licita placed their gods in the Pantheon

             *they were required to give allegiance to Caesar 

             *they were also expected to keep the Pax Romana – 
                 none could disturb this peace by challenging the 
                 power of Rome or by stirring up religious or  

                 nationalistic conflict
I. A Staggering Contrast
“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”       Acts 7:54-55

*The contrast is between Stephen and the Sanhedrin . . .

    (a man of God -- enraptured

    (a mob of fools -- enrageg
     --they’re full of hatred

     --Stephen full of the Holy Spirit

When you look at and listen to Stephen in the midst of this angry mob—this is what the gospel does: it transforms. It makes you altogether different from all of those around you.

      

II. A Supernatural Comfort
“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’”      Acts 7:55-56
How did Stephen withstand such animosity?
   *Luke draws a deliberate allusion to Jesus and the animosity 

      He faced in the Wilderness in Luke 4
Something I believe is simply glorious . . . every reference to Jesus at the right hand of God has Him SITTING

    (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12 and Psalm 110)
BUT - here He is standing!     
   (Jesus stands in His glory to receive Stephen 

   (It’s the ‘Son of Man’ that Stephen sees standing (from 
         Daniel 7 -- the One who rules and reigns over after 
         conquering kingdoms and His enemies!) 

III. A Stunning Confession (prayer of forgiveness)
“Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’ Having said this, he fell asleep.”               
Acts 7:60
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