M.B.C. NOTES 

Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 29: GO
Acts 8:1
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“Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.   .” 



Acts 8:4
The Commission makes a huge ASSUMPTION . . . that we would GO (that we will be obedient).
We can be used of God to do great things where we are . . . but each one of us has been given a charge to impact our world outside of our familiar zones of comfort. We have been called as a people to go . . . to be a going people.
God will do what He must in order to move us to obedience with respect to fulfilling the call on our lives to “go.”
 I. A Dark Providence - Great Persecution
“Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”         
Acts 8:1

“You sacrifice the Christians at their wish. Kill us, torture us, condemn us, grind us to dust. The oftener we are mown down by you the more in number we grow.”      

Tertullian, Apologia

     “But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, 
      and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”                          

                                                                              Acts 8:3 
    “Ravaging” --  "a brutal and sadistic cruelty" 

Jesus is building His church within sight of the very gates of Hell in enemy occupied territory.
    “God has so ordered the church from the very beginning that 
      the cross is the way to victory and death is the way to life 
      and good emerges out of a context of evil, repression, and 
      persecution.”                          John Calvin 

II. A Deliberate Process - Great Evangelism
“Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.”               Acts 8:4-5

“Trouble” kicked the Great Commission into next gear! 
“The chief agents in the expansion of Christianity were NOT 

  those who made it a profession, but men and women who 

  carried on their livelihood in some secular manner and spoke 

  their faith to those they met in this natural fashion.”

III. A Delightful Product - Great Joy
“So there was much rejoicing in that city.”           
Acts 8:8
‘Joy’ - is the outshining of the inward work of God in the heart.   

     *Joy cannot be contained

     *It is the overflow of the Christian life

     *It is evidence that our greatest delight is knowing and   

          glorifying our Lord. 
The great passion of our God is to reveal His glory to the ends of the earth through His people as we proclaim His gospel and display the magnificence of His grace in our lives. 
"If it be the duty of all men, where the gospel comes, to believe unto salvation, then it is the duty of those entrusted with the gospel to endeavor to make it known among the nations for the obedience of faith."       William Carey
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