M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 30: A Parting Word From Stephen
Acts 8:2
Sunday Evening, November 1, 2009
“Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.” 



Acts 8:2
“’And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’”               Acts 22:20
Perhaps the greatest injunction for giving an apologetic or defense of my faith is given in a context of suffering!
    “But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are 
      blessed AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO 
      NOT BE TROUBLED, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
      always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
      give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and 
         reverence;”



I Peter 3:14-15 

3 Characteristics Possessed by Stephen that enabled him to stand alone in the face of death:
1) Stephen Possessed WISDOM to Speak
A) Wisdom’s Source
   “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good  

   reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom…”     
Acts 6:3
   “But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with 
    which he was speaking.” 

Acts 6:10
         Wisdom is neither learned, discerned, nor earned . . . 
         it is given by God.
B) Wisdom’s Secret
   “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…”   

Proverbs 1:7
C) Wisdom’s Insight

“Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt.”    Acts 7:39

   Israel’s failure was rooted in an unwillingness to obey God.
2) Stephen Had STRENGTH to Stand
“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.”           


  Acts 7:51
“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”             
Matthew 10:28
       When I no longer fear death, then I’m ready to live.
3) Stephen KNEW the Faith to Suffer
“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;”                        
Acts 7:55

“God uses the persecution and suffering of his people to spread the truth of Christ and to bless the world . . . God rules over the sufferings of the church and causes them to spread spiritual power and the joy of faith in a lost world. It is not his only way. But it does seem to be a frequent way. God spurs the church into missionary service by the suffering she endures. Therefore we must not judge too quickly the apparent setbacks and tactical "defeats" of the church. If you see things with the eyes of God . . . what you see in every setback is the positioning for a greater advance and a greater display of his wisdom and power and love . . . God makes persecution serve mission . . . Comfort and ease and affluence and prosperity and safety and freedom . . . the very things that we think would produce personnel and energy and creative investment of time and money in the cause of Christ and his kingdom, instead produce, again and again, the exact opposite—weakness, apathy, lethargy, self-centeredness, preoccupation with security.” 
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