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“But Peter said to him, ‘May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. There-fore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.’”  






Acts 8:20-22
One of the most sobering realities presented in the Bible is the reality that there are some people who will miss heaven even though they think everything is alright!

(It is STATED specifically in Matthew 7:21-23
     “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
       of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven 
       will enter.’”     

Matthew 7:21
(It is ILLUSTRATED in a Parable in Matthew 13
     “And He said, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 

       and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the 
       sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and 
       the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end 
       of the age; and the reapers are angels. So just as the tares are 
       gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the 
       age.”                

Matthew 13:37-40 

(It is DEMONSTRATED in Life here in Acts 8

            
Anytime God moves in power and changes people, you can count on the enemy moving as well!
The most important thing to see this morning is that Simon in the classic case of “So Close Yet So Far” . . . how close one can come to the Kingdom (to salvation) and yet miss it!    

I. The Perplexing Picture of Simon
“But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.”






Acts 8:12-13 

Was Simon converted . . . was he saved . . . should we consider him to be a ‘brother’?
      *Simon wasn’t at all repentant (no evidence in the passage)  

      *even after he ‘believed’, when Peter comes down, the first 
          thing that comes into his head is that he can purchase the 
          power of conferring the Holy Spirit
It’s a very solemn thing. Here is a man who claims to be      converted, who makes a profession of faith which proves to not be genuine . . . when it is tested (tried) it doesn’t meet the standard of what a true profession of faith actually is.
"Then I saw that there was a way to hell, even from the gates of heaven, as well as from the City of Destruction."





John Bunyan 

II. The Prevalent Problem of Simon
“Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.’”






Acts 8:22-23
The problem with Simon – a problem more prevalent than we might want to admit:
       '...there is a way to hell, even from the gates of heaven'.   

       *to them it may be a sincere faith

       *to most onlookers it looks good

      The devil doesn’t care if I have a faith, or go to church, 
      or if I am religious and do good things, or use a Christian 
      vocabulary, as long as I never experience saving faith in 
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