M.B.C. NOTES 
Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 34: A Final Lesson from Samaria
Acts 8:14-17
Sunday Night, November 15, 2009
“Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.’”  






Acts 8:14-15
I. An Overview of an Apparent Problem (v. 14-15)
   *why the delayed reception of the HS?
II. An Understanding of an Awesome Person
       Apart from the work of the HS no one can be converted. 
III. An Outline of an Amazing Process
“Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God . . .”

Acts 8:14
Acts records a period of unique historical transition. In Acts we go from the synagogue to the church, from Old Testament saints to New Testament saints, from a body of Jewish believers to the church – a body composed of Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles who are all one in Christ!
There are 3 critical texts – accounts to be considered:

    Acts 2:41 – Jews “received”
    Acts 8:14 – Samaritans “received”
    Acts 11:1 – Gentiles “received”
What about the Tongues?
(There is NO promise in the book of Acts that everyone who 
        receives the Spirit will speak in tongues or prophesy

(There is the promise in Acts 1:8 that when the Spirit comes 
        upon us, we will receive power . . . and in this power we 
        will be able to evangelize the whole world

2 Possible Interpretations of all of this (Acts 8, 10, 19)
 1) the establishment of a 2 stage experience of conversion

 2) Verification of the spread of the Gospel outside of 

           Jerusalem
Solution: 

    *the Samaritans were already true believers

    *the Holy Spirit was given in two stages

    *this was not meant to be normative for all Christians 
IV. An Application of an Abiding Principle
“So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.”     

Acts 8:25
In the book of Acts a person knows when he receives the Holy Spirit. It is an experience with tangible, observable effects.
(contemporary American evangelicals have been taught that 
        the way you know you have received the Holy Spirit is 
        that you are a believer

       --you can know that you have the Holy Spirit because all 
          who believe have the Holy Spirit (logical inference) 
*That’s NOT what we see in Acts . . . in Acts there is a 
    tangible, observable difference . .  .
      “He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
        believed?’ And they said to him, ‘No, we have not even heard 
        whether there is a Holy Spirit.’”            Acts 19:2
My Point: 
   Luke expects the receiving of the Holy to be a real, tangible, 

     identifiable experience of the living God . . . it’s not just a 
     logical inference from a human act of will. 
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