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“and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.”
            Acts 9:4-6
“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”      

I Timothy 1:15-16 

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is one of the most important events, not just in church history, but in world history!
 
I. Before: Saul the ENEMY of Christ
“Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”            
Acts 9:1-2 

 --not the 1st time we’ve encountered Saul of Tarsus; he
     *consented to the violence of Stephen’s death (7:58)
     *instigated / continued persecution against the church (8:3)
Who is this man?

 --Saul was born in Tarsus, the principal city of Cilicia on the 
       south coast of Turkey; 
 --he absorbed Greek culture enabling him to write his NT 
       letters in Greek . . . was a Roman citizen
 --he studied in Jerusalem under Rabbi Gamaliel (grandson of 
        Rabbi Hillel, the founder of Pharisaism) 
Why did the gospel offend Saul of Tarsus so much? 
“. . . I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities.”            Acts 26:9-11
Deuteronomy 21 - “...cursed is the man that hangs upon a tree.”   
We Must See the Nature of sin . . .

“Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord . . .”                   Acts 9:1
   "Breathing" shows a constant practice . . . points to the 
     atmosphere (the air) of Saul's life. The text describes this   

     atmosphere as being one of "threats and murder.
My Point: this was Saul’s NATURE!

    “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother 
       conceived me.”               Psalm 51:5

    “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 
       who can understand it?”             Jeremiah 17:9

    “There is none righteous, not even one . . . there is none who does 
        good, there is not even one.”

Romans 3:10-12
II. During: Saul the TARGET of Christ
“As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’”        Acts 9:3-4
*He was the TARGET of God’s Sovereign Grace:

    “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's 
      womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His 
      Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles . . .”           
Galatians 1:15-16
*He was blessed to HEAR the voice of Jesus
*The reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
        is IMPRINTED upon his heart and mind. 
A Lesson from the conversion of the chief of sinners . . . 
     The grace of God comes to us according to His good pleasure and 
      purpose. Grace is evidenced by the regenerating work of the Spirit, 
      so that our dead minds are brought to life, our darkened 
      understanding suddenly has light, our free will is lifted from its 
      bondage to our depraved nature so that we willingly and freely 
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