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“But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake.’” 






Acts 9:15-16

“But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him.”       




Acts 9:22-23
“The Christian movement began in the midst of a very peculiar people. In 35 AD it would have appeared to a superficial observer to be a Jewish sect. Thirty years later it was plainly a world religion. This establishment of Christianity as a world religion . . . can be ascribed to one man – Paul.”

J. Gresham Machen

 What we see in this early chronology of Paul’s developing      walk is a pattern that is to be EXPECTED in any Christian  who takes seriously the charge to follow Christ.
I. TROUBLE in Damascus       

“Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 

and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’”


Acts 9:19-20
There is a BUZZ in the Damascus synagogues . . .

  =this Saul who had hunted Christians was now one of them!

  =did the believing Jews in Damascus believe that? 

      “Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who 
        lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”  
Acts 9:22
   “PROVING” (symbibazo) = ‘to unite” – Saul is ‘putting it all 

         together’.  He is becoming a force that can’t be answered!
But Saul’s stand is not without cost . . . a price is paid for boldly standing for / living for speaking out for Christ!
             “When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do 
             away with him,”


Acts 9:23 
II. TRIALS in Arabia 
“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus. Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.”     Galatians 1:17-18 

Why did he go to Arabia? 
“When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, but their plot became known to Saul. . . his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.”         Acts 9:23-25 

“In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize me, and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.”               
2 Corinthians 11:32-33 

When you really represent Christ you can expect trouble! The Gospel centered life is a friction point in a lost world.
III. TEMPTATION in Jerusalem  
“When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. . . And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to death.”






Acts 9:26, 29
This 1st time back in Jerusalem (post conversion) is brief 

     --Acts 22:17-18 tells us WHY the stay was so brief

IV. TRIBULATION in Tarsus 
“And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord. And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to death. But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.”

Acts 9:28-30 
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