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Thirty Years That Changed the World
Part 42: The Antioch Effect
Acts 11:19-26
Sunday Evening, December 27, 2009
“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  .” 
     

Acts 11:26
For all intent and purpose, the center of focus for the church has moved away from Jerusalem to Antioch (the 3rd city of the Roman Empire) 

        “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that            

          occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia 
          and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to 
          Jews alone.”  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and 
          Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks 
          also, preaching the Lord Jesus.”      Acts 11:19-20
In Antioch, a great number of Gentiles have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I. God’s HAND Was On the Church
“And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.”      Acts 11:21
     --Luke uses this OT expression to depict the invisible God 
          making Himself known in a tangible way in the company 
          of God’s people  
God’s hand was on these men and women who had been scattered to Antioch from Jerusalem, Cyprus, and Cyrene. As they spoke the good news, many were added to the Lord.
II. God’s MAN Was In the Church
“The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.”                Acts 11:22 
They send our friend Barnabas to check things out!
      =if Barnabas doesn’t go to Antioch, Saul of Tarsus might 
           never have been brought to Antioch
     =if Saul isn’t brought to Antioch, the course of the church 
           and the course of world history would have been entirely 
           different  
Barnabas is a man whose life bore fruit. 
     “Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced 
      and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true 

      to the Lord; 24for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and 
      of faith And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.”     

Acts 11:23-24 

The most astonishing thing of all that Barnabas did was go to Tarsus to find Saul. 
      “And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul;”       Acts 11:25
        *Barnabas’ humility . . . he’s saying that the church in 
             Antioch needs gifts that he himself doesn’t possess
        *Barnabas’ godliness – he knows Saul is God’s man for 

             the task

Saul would not have been that easy to find. His conversion cost him! (Philippians 3)
         “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted 
           as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to 
           be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
           my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
           count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.”            

Philippians 3:7-8
III. God’s PLAN Was Through the Church

“And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”             
Acts 11:26

       As a result of this teaching and what this teaching did 
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